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AN  EVENING'S  WORK. 

BY  MRS.  W.  B.  CAPRON. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  17,  1878.  I  called  Bible-woman  A.,  this 
morning,  and  read  from  lier  list  of  pupils  four  names  of  those 
whom  I  wished  to  visit  this  evening.  As  my  time  is  too  precious 
to  be  wasted  in  going  anywhere  except  where  everything  is  quite 
ready,  I  wished  her  to  inform  them  that  I  was  coming.  The  Bible- 
woman  replied,  "You  can  surely  visit  all  but  one.  She  would  be 
glad  to  see  you,  but  there  is  not  a  place  where  you  can  sit.  She  is 
not  poor,  but  the  house  fell  down  in  the  great  stoi-m  of  January, 
and  they  have  not  felt  quite  ready  to  rebuild.  They  have  a  mere 
shelter  for  cooking,  and  sleep  elsewhere." 

To  this  I  said :  "  My  Lord  came  from  Heaven  to  where  He  had 
not  a  place  to  lay  His  head.  If  I  can  have  a  place  where  I  can 
stand,  it  is  enough.    Tell  her  I  said  so,  and  that  I  am  coming." 

I  never  had  seen  this  woman.  She  began  to  learn  to  read  in 
June,  and  I  had  heard  of  her  eagerness.  There  were  so  many 
invitations  here  and  there,  that  I  found  that  I  was  in  danger  of 
neglecting  some.  I  resolved  to  take  up  each  Bible-woman's  list 
and  go  through  it,  and  this  was  the  place  for  this  evening.  It  was 
next  to  a  large,  high  building  occupied  by  Brahmin  priests,  and  I 
could  easily  find  it.    I  stopped  before  the  debris  of  a  tumbled- 
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down  house,  and  a  foot-path  led  over  the  ruins.  I  soon  discovered 
a  face  full  of  cordial  greeting,  and  soon  another  which  was  like  it, 
and  this  was  the  aged  mother.  The  son,  a  boy  sixteen  years  old,  came 
with  a  borrowed  chair,  and  it  was  a  question  indeed  where  to  put  it. 
I  could  not  have  it  where  I  was,  and  draw  the  street  gaze.  The 
place  evidently  designed  for  it  was  the  narrow  covered  passage- 
way to  the  rear  of  this  pretence  of  a  house.  The  ground  floor  of 
this  had  been  so  well  washed  Avith  water  that  I  did  not  dare  stay 
in  it,  and  if  I  did  there  was  no  room  for  any  one  else.  Disputing 
right  of  entrance  with  a  white  calf,  whose  rope  was  long  enough 
to  bar  the  way,  I  went  on  a  tour  of  observation.  My  young  friend 
had  piloted  the  chair  after  me,  and  I  found  a  place  for  it  near 
where  two  cows  were  tied.  Between  two  mounds  of  earth,  brick 
and  stone,  I  sat,  while  these  two  dear  women  ascended  the  pile  on 
one  side,  and  the  son  and  a  neighbor  the  other.  Soon  came 
another,  who  dropped  down  at  my  feet.  The  high  wall  of  the 
house  of  heathen  priests  sheltered  us  all  from  the  sun. 

My  pupil  was  a  woman  about  fifty  years  old.  I  asked  her  to 
read ;  and,  as  she  was  deliberately  taking  out  the  Gospel  of  Luke 
from  the  folds  of  her  cloth,  she  said:  — 

" That  was  a  nice  word  that  you  sent  about  the  Lord  Jesus;  I 
liked  it." 

From  another  fold  of  her  cloth  she  took  out  a  pair  of  glasses.  I 
should  like  to  own  them.  They  were  two  pieces  of  red  glass  set  in 
a  flexible  tin  frame ;  and  she  used  them  as  we  use  eye-glasses. 

"I  shall  read  about  how  the  angel  came  to  Mary."  She  read 
slowly  and  carefully,  but  so  distinctly,  and  with  such  evident  earn- 
estness, that  we  all  enjoyed  it.  I  had  been  led  here  to  be  taught. 
I  have  so  often  found  heathen  women  troubled  by  this  very  por- 
tion of  the  history  of  the  great  advent,  that  I  had  come  into  a 
custom  of  touching  lightly  iipon  it,  if  at  all.  So,  after  she  had 
read  sufficiently,  I  held  out  my  hand  for  the  book,  thinking  to 
select  the  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son.  As  she  handed  it  to  me, 
she  said :  — 

"Now  talk  about  all  this,  and  let  me  tell  you  how  much  I  like 
to  read  what  Mary  said  to  the  angel,  and  what  the  angel  said  to 
Mary." 

"Why  did  you  w.ant  to  learn  to  read?"  I  asked. 

"I  heard  the  Bible-woman  read  in  S's  house,  and  I  determined 
to  learn  to  read,  and  have  the  book  all  to  myself,  and  read  when- 
ever I  wanted  to." 

"Yes,"  said  the  woman  at  my  feet;  "she  has  done  talking;  she 
gets  out  here  and  reads  that  book  every  minute  she  can  spare;  I 
like  to  hear  her;  I  think  she  will  make  a  learned  woman." 
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"  Why  do  you  like  this  story  so  much  ?"  I  said,  interrupting  the 
praise  of  her  admiring  neighbor. 

To  this  slie  replied:  "It  seems  as  if  I  had  been  eating  Margosa 
oil  all  my  life,  and  had  just  found  sugar-cane,  and  could  not  let  it 
alone.  (Margosa  oil  has  a  most  offensive  odor.)  This  is  a  wonder- 
ful story;  the  Lord  can  do  things  very  wonderfully ;  and  when  I 
see  how  He  came  to  Mary,  I  am  delighted." 

I  asked,  "Has  this  anything  to  do  with  you,  who  have  for  so 
many  years  taken  no  notice  of  Him  ?  " 

It  would  have  been  wicked  in  me  to  distrust  that  intelligent  face, 
and  charge  her  with  Hindu  duplicity,  as  she  answered  me:  "I  see 
how  Mary  was  sweeping  her  house  and  doing  her  work,  and  God 
came  down  with  the  angel's  message  that  she  was  to  be  the  mother 
of  God  upon  earth.  I  think  it  is  just  as  easy  for  him  to  open  my 
dark  ignorant  heart,  and  fill  it  with  these  joyful  things,  and  make 
me  like  new." 

"  But  your  life  of  sin,  what  is  to  be  clone  with  that  ?  " 

"I  am  not  afraid,  because  I  think  God  has  come  to  me.  Mary 
■was  not  afraid.    She  said,  '  my  soul  jejoices,'  and  I  can  say  that.'* 

I  could  not  reply  to  her.  I  took  up  her  little  gospel  and  showed 
her  how  little  she  had  read.  "  See  how  little  way  you  have  come. 
Every  page  has  just  as  much  of  God's  wonder-working  ways,  and 
you  must  ask  him  to  make  all  plain."  I  could  safely  leave  the 
great  problem  of  salvation  to  those  coming  pages.    I  rose  to  go. 

"  You  don't  seem  to  mind  such  a  poor  place,"  she  said. 

"  No,  indeed,"  was  my  response  to  her,  while  my  heart  went  to 
the  Lord  in  thanks  for  such  a  visit. 

Pupil  number  two  was  Y.  The  Bible-woman  said  that  number 
one  would  show  me  her  house,  and  she  walked  with  me  till  we 
stopped  at  a  door-way,  in  which  was  a  pretty  young  girl  about  six- 
teen. 

"This  is  v.,"  said  number  one,  and  she  led  us  through  a  long, 
dark,  covered  passage-way.  At  its  end  was  comfort.  I  took  the 
chair,  received  the  "  lime,"  and  my  young  friend  was  awaiting  my 
order. 

"  Tell  me  all  about  yourself,  "  I  said  to  her.  "  Tell  about  your 
-mother  first,"  said  number  one;  "she  will  want  to  know  that."  So 
my  young  pupil  began:  — 

"  It  is  three  months  since  my  mother  died.  I  have  one  brother, 
a  school-boy.  My  father  is  at  court  all  day.  A  servant  does  all 
the  work.  I  cannot  go  out,  and  one  day  my  brother  said  •  "  There  is 
a  teacher  in  this  street,  and  I  will  ask  her  to  come  and  teach  you 
to  read.  You  wont  be  .so  dull."  So  she  came.  My  father  bought 
the  book  and  slate  and  pencil,  and  the  teacher  comes  three  times 
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a  week,  and  I  am  so  glad."  She  had  ah-eady  read  half  the  primer. 
I  pointed  to  a  line,  and  she  read,  "  You  must  not  tell  lies."  At  this 
my  good  number  one  volunteered  some  excellent  advice,  and  I  fol- 
lowed with  more,  and  ended  my  call.  I  made  the  following  entry 
in  my  note-book:  — 

"V  ,  in           Street,  opposite  .    A  place  which  may  be 

visited  any  time  without  notice,  and  where  a  volunteer  Christian 
worker  may  go." 

Number  three  was  in  quite  another  part  of  the  city.  She  is  one 
of  the  oldest  pupils,  and  seems  thoughtful  and  earnest  in  spirit.  I 
had  asked  number  four  to  come  to  this  house  when  she  saw  my 
carriage  before  the  door,  as  I  feared  I  might  be  late.  She  soon 
came  in;  she  gave  a  merry  smile  as  she  greeted  me:  "I  don't 
believe  you  thought  it  would  be  me.  Many  times  you  have  asked 
me  to  go  to  your  Central  School,  and  I  never  did ;  I  wish  I  had 
gone;  but  I  am  too  old  now  to  go  there,  but  not  too  old  to  learn." 

Hers  was  a  very  bright  face,  and  has  attracted  me  before.  Num- 
ber three  modestly  said:  "I  teach  her  myself.  I  was  thinking  one 
day  how  shut  up  I  am;  and  something  seemed  to  say,  'You  cannot 
go  out,  but  others  can  come  to  you;'  and  I  sent  for  her  at  once, 
and  she  has  been  every  day  since;  the  Bible-woman  can  examine 
her  once  a  week,  and  see  if  I  do  right ;  I  enjoy  it  very  much  indeed." 

The  signs  of  the  times  seem  to  show,  I  thought  within  myself, 
that  my  longed-for  volunteer  workers  may  come  from  the  heathen 
women.  We  had  a  most  interesting  talk  about  the  healing  of  the 
paralytic,  and  this  precious  woman's  heart  was  full  as  we  spoke  of 
the  worth  of  our  own  faith  to  others.  Of  course  it  was  so;  for  was 
she  not  now  among  them  that  minister? 

It  was  quite  far  into  our  brief  twilight  when  I  left.  I,  too,  have 
my  "visiting  list,"  and  I  crossed  my  names,  with  Dec.  17  against 
them.  I  went  home  with  an  exhilaration  that  flows  in  with  the 
sublime  assurance  that  all  the  divine  resources  of  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost  are  available  for  those  liumble  ones  in  their  humble 
homes.  "  It  is  a  night  to  be  much  observed  unto  the  Lord  for 
bringing  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt." 

 <♦>  

WOMAN'S    WORK    IN    THE    MADURA  MISSION. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MISSION. 

BIBLE-WOMEN. 

There  are  Bible-women  at  several  stations  in  the  mission  super- 
intended by  the  wives  of  missionaries ;  but  much  more  is  under- 
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taken  in  the  ■work  in  the  city  of  Madura  than  at  any  other  point. 
Mrs.  Capron's  report  of  her  labors  in  this  department  is  as  follows  : 

"  In  January  last,  in  consequence  of  Miss  Sissou's  leaving  our 
mission,  the  charge  of  the  Bible-women,  and  their  work  among 
the  women  in  their  houses,  fell  upon  me.  The  number  of  these 
women  was  then  four ;  in  June  I  increased  it  to  six.  During  the 
entire  year  it  has  seemed  as  if  the  Divine  Master  had  taken  care  of 
us  and  our  work :  I  make  grateful  mention  of  the  uninterrupted 
health  of  all  the  workers ;  the  joy  and  enthusiasm  with  which  they 
have  labored;  the  rapid  opening  of  houses;  the  cordial  welcome 
on  every  side;  and  the  deepening  conviction  that  we  have  been 
gi-eatly  honored  in  being  called  to  such  service.  I  earnestly  invite 
attention  to  the  following  statistics:  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
the  number  of  pupils  was  forty-six.  During  the  year  thei-e  have 
heen  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  pupils.  Of  these,  three  have 
died;  thirty-three  have  left;  and  the  number  under  instruction  is 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine.  The  most  remarkable  development 
of  the  work  has  been  the  eager  interest  with  which  women  listen 
to  the  reading  of  God's  Word.  The  time  has  passed  when  stories 
must  be  read  to  win  attention. 

"  In  January  the  number  of  houses  where  the  Bible-women  might 
be  welcomed  and  find  an  audience  of  three  or  four  was  ninety- 
seven  ;  the  number  now  is  four  hundred  and  thirteen.  Said  one  of 
the  bible-women :  '  Sometimes  the  place  where  I  read  will  not 
accommodate  the  number  who  would  be  glad  to  listen.'  During 
the  month  of  Xovember,  I  read  and  explained  the  precious  Word  to 
thirteen  hundred  and  forty-six  women.  '  The  entrance  of  Thy 
Word  giveth  light.'  We  surely,  then,  have  come  to  the  dawn. 
The  burden  of  care  now  is,  how  may  the  Christian  women  of  the 
city  be  brought  to  see  what  are  their  opportunities  for  laying  up 
treasure  in  heaven,  and  winning  honors  for  our  Lord.  The  time 
has  come  when  they  must  help  us ;  or,  for  want  of  workers,  the 
work  must  be  inevitably  retarded.  In  the  prayer-meeting  held 
Tveekly  for  the  women  of  the  East  Gate  Church,  the  average 
attendance  has  been  twenty-four.  There  must  be  power  here. 
The  average  attendance  of  the  woman's  Bible-class  has  been  eight- 
een. There  must  lie  in  store  for  us  workers,  and  to  welcome  such 
is  the  expectation  with  which  I  enter  upon  the  new  year." 

MEDICAL  WORK. 

In  relation  to  her  medical  work  among  women,  Mrs.  Capron  re- 
ports as  follows:  "  My  morning  work  at  the  dispensary  has  contin- 
ued without  interruption  during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases 
Las  been  seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-three,  of  which 
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three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  were  new  cases,  or 
those  coming  for  the  first  time.  Of  course  my  acquaintance  in 
many  famiUes  has  been  deepened  and  strengthened,  and  it  is  pleas- 
ant to  be  known  in  such  as  a  friend.  The  families  where  the  Bible- 
women  teach, —  from  which  girls  are  sent  to  my  schools,  and  who 
seek  my  aid  in  sickness  and  my  counsel  in  trouble, —  would  seem 
not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  were  the  foundations  of 
heathenism  and  superstition  not  so  deep  and  broad.  Impressions 
made  by  the  pure  Word  of  God  evidently  abide;  and  herein  is 
power.  It  is  becoming  common  for  those  sick  or  in  trouble  to 
send  requests  for  prayer  to  the  meeting  I  hold,  with  the  Bible- 
women  on  Friday  evenings;  whether  or  not  it  is  true,  that  the 
lieathen  call  on  many  gods,  and  add  the  Christian  God  to  their  list, 
they  have  faith  in  prayer  itself  that  may  one  day  produce  great 
results.  Said  a  great  sufferer  to  me :  '  I  had  not  much  expectation 
of  help,  but  I  knew  that  I  should  see  and  hear  kindness ;  I  walked 
aU  the  way  for  that,  and  I  have  found  it  even  as  I  thought.' 

SCHOOLS. 

"  The  station  boarding-schools  and  girls'  day-schools  furnish  the 
ladies  of  the  mission  with  an  interesting  work.  Our  village  schools 
have  suffered  much  from  the  effects  of  the  famine.  Most  have 
been  more  thinly  attended  than  in  ordinary  years,  and  some  have 
been  entirely  broken  up.  Many  pupils  have  also  been  kept  at  home 
to  work,  who,  in  other  times,  would  have  been  regular  attendants. 

"  There  are  eight  station  boarding-schools  in  the  mission,  four  of 
which  are  for  girls  —  those  at  Madura,  Pulney,  Battalagundu  and 
Mandapasalai.  The  one  at  Madura  is  for  the  whole  mission,  and  is 
of  higher  grade  than  the  others.  Miss  Rendall  reports  of  it  noW,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  that  there  are  forty-eight  girls.  A  good  number 
have  passed  the  various  standards,  and  a  class  for  teachers  is  now 
definitely  established.  Much  progress  has  been  made,  and  the 
prospect  is  veiy  encouraging.  Nineteen  have  united  with  the 
church,  and  there  has  been  a  good  state  of  religious  feeling.  The 
school  at  Mandapasalai  has  hitherto  been  a  mixed  one;  and  during 
the  year  there  have  been  eighteen  boys  and  sixty  girls,  the  boys 
having  been  dismissed  in  September.  Mrs.  Chandler  writes  of  the 
school  at  Pulney,  '  We  have  received,  during  the  year,  forty-eight 
pupils.  Our  present  number  is  thirty-six.  Of  these,  twelve  pay 
fees ;  twenty  are  orphans,  and  the  rest  are  children  of  poor  Chris- 
tians. Three  have  united  with  the  chuich  the  past  six  months, 
and  others  are  desirous  of  the  same  privilege.  When  the  school 
opened,  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  we  had  only  six  pupils  able  to  read; 
at  the  close  of  the  school  year  ten  passed  a  creditable  examination 
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in  the  three  standards.  Then  not  one  knew  the  catechism,  or 
had  any  intelligible  knowledge  of  the  Bible.  Twelve  have  just 
passed  a  fair  written  examination  in  Genesis,  twenty  chapters  of 
Exodus,  and  the  Gospel  of  Matthew.  This  is  due  to  the  careful 
teaching  of  Miss  Etta  Chandler.'  Of  the  boarding-school  in  Batta- 
lagundu,  Mr.  J.  S.  Chandler  says:  'Of  the  sixty-eight  boys  and 
fifty-seven  girls  under  instruction,  all  the  boys  and  a  majority  of 
the  girls  have  paid  fees,  either  in  money  or  in  labor.  Eighteen  are 
supported  by  the  mission.  The  pupils  are  cheerful,  obedient  and 
studious,  and  the  school  gives  great  satisfaction.'  " 

Hindu  girls'  schools  have  been  carried  on  by  some  of  the  mission 
ladies,  and  are  looked  upon  as  a  very  hopeful  part  of  the  work. 
There  are  four  of  these  in  Madura  city,  under  Mrs.  Capron's  care ; 
one  at  Pulney,  under  Mrs.  Chandler ;  one  at  Tirumangalum,  under 
Mrs.  Herrick  —  all  doing  a  good  work  among  the  girls  and  the 
famiUes  from  which  they  come.  The  report  gives  the  follow- 
ing translation  of  the  report  of  the  girls'  schools  in  Dindigul, 
written  in  Tamil  by  the  head  teacher :  — 

"  In  the  town  of  Dindigul  there  are  three  schools  for  girls, 
■where  both  secular  studies  and  the  Bible  are  taught.  In  the  one 
in  the  Brahmin  street  the  children  attend  very  regularly,  and  show 
great  interest  in  their  studies.  Every  Sunday  morning  the  girls 
come  to  the  school,  a  short  address  is  made,  and  stories  told  from 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  especially  concerning  the  good 
women.  Verses  from  the  Bible  are  also  recited,  and  a  short  prayer 
is  made,  as  in  our  Sunday  School  at  the  church.  This  service  the 
girls  attend  very  willingly,  and  many  of  them  give  small  sums  in 
charity.  This  meeting  is  in  many  ways  most  profitable  for  them. 
They  repeat  the  Bible  verses  at  home,  and  tell  their  friends  what 
they  hear  about  Christianity.  It  is  amusing  to  hear  the  girls  and 
women  in  their  houses  reading  Christian  books  and  tracts  to  com- 
panies of  men." 

To  this  report  Mrs.  Chester  adds:  "Many  of  the  girls  in  these 
schools  are  bright  and  intelligent,  and  show  a  fondness  for 
study  that  we  would  hardly  expect  to  see  with  aU  the  hindrances 
they  have  at  home;  although  their  parents  are  more  willing  to 
have  them  attend  our  school  than  formerly.  Indeed,  the  school- 
houses  are  becoming  rather  stopping-in  places.  The  grandmoth- 
ers, mothers,  sisters  and  other  relatives  of  the  girls  are  quite  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  the  schools  to  see  what  is  going  on ;  if  they  are 
sick  or  in  trouble  they  come  to  talk  it  over  with  us.  The  Brahmin 
girls  are  particularly  interesting,  and  show  unusual  affection 
toward  the  teachers  and  myself.  There  is  one  little  girl  who 
always  has  a  private  salaam  and  '  good-morning '  for  me.     After  I 
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have  entered  the  school  and  said  salaam  and  'good-morning'  in  a 
general  way  to  all,  she  comes  up  to  me  and  touches  my  arm  to  get 
my  attention,  and  then  puts  her  hand  to  her  forehead  and  gives 
me  a  svveet  smile.  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  a  house  in  Dindigul 
that  I  could  not  enter.  The  people  are  most  friendly.  But  the 
good  time  when  the  strong  old  walls  of  heathenism  shall  have  been 
broken  down,  and  all  the  people  with  one  mind  shall  come  to  the 
worship  of  the  only  true  God,  seems  still  far  in  the  future.  It  may 
not  be  in  my  time,  it  may  not  be  in  my  way ;  but  in  the  Lord's  own 
time,  and  in  the  Lord's  own  way,  it  will  surely  come." 

ORPHANAGES. 

Although  the  Board  has  deemed  it  unwise  to  devote  any  of  its 
funds  to  the  support  of  orphanages  or  those  made  destitute  by  the 
famine,  yet  the  ladies  of  the  mission  have  devoted  so  much  time  to 
this  work  that  it  deserves  a  mention  here.  Two  large  orphanages 
have  been  established  —  one  at  Pulney,  under  Mrs.  Chandler's  care, 
and  one  at  Pasumalai,  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Washburne.  They  are 
supported  from  grants  from  the  Friendless  Children's  Aid  Society 
in  Madras,  and  from  private  sources  in  England  and  America.  An 
interesting  account  of  the  one  in  Pasumalai  is  given  in  full  in  the 
mission  report,  which,  as  we  have  not  space  for  all  its  details, 
will  be  given  entire  in  our  next  number. 


GIRLS  IN  CHINA. 

AMONG  THE  HIGHER  CLASSES. 

"  I  HAVE  frequently  been  interrogated  by  the  Chinese  after  this 
manner,"  says  Mr.  Ross  Houghton:  — 
"  '  How  many  children  have  you?  ' 
"  '  One.' 

"  '  Is  it  a  boy  or  a  girl  ? ' 
'"A  girl.' 

"  '  What  a  pity !   Would  you  not  prefer  a  boy  ? ' 
"  'No;  I  am  thankful  that  Providence  has  sent  mc  my  sweet  little 
daughter.' 

"  Whereupon  my  interlocutor  would  invariably  elevate  his  eye- 
brows, with  an  incredulous  shake  of  the  head,  and  dismiss  the 
subject  by  saying: — 
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"  '  In  my  opinion  boys  come  from  the  gods,  while  girls  are  from 
the  demons;  boys  are  a  blessing,  but  girls  are  a  curse,  and  the 
sooner  you  get  rid  of  them  the  better.'  " 

So  at  the  best  estate  in  China,  a  girl  comes  into  the  world  under 
a  deep  shadow  of  disappointment,  sorrow  and  disgust.  If  she 
escape  the  hand  of  the  murderer  at  her  birth, —  which  is  not  always 
the  case, —  as  soon  as  she  can  understand  anything  she  is  made  to 
feel  that  she  is  an  inferior  and  worthless  creature,  a  burden  to  be 
disposed  of  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  difference  between  a  boy 
and  a  girl  is  thus  described  in  a  Chinese  classic :  — 
"  When  a  son  is  born, 

He  sleeps  on  a  bed ; 

He  is  clothed  in  robes ; 

He  plays  with  gems ; 

His  cry  is  princely  loud ! 

But  when  a  daughter  is  bom, 

She  sleeps  on  the  ground ; 

She  is  clothed  with  a  wrapper; 

She  plays  with  a  tile ; 

She  is  incapable  either  of  evil  or  good; 

It  is  hers  only  to  think  of  preparing  wine  and  food ; 

And  not  giving  any  occasion  of  grief  to  her  parents." 
As  the  girl  begins  to  get  a  little  older,  however,  the  mother-love, 
which  cannot  be  extinguished  even  by  degrading  heathen  customs, 
begins  to  assert  itself,  and  she  is  tolerably  well  cared  for.  She  has 
her  share  of  food,  is  decently  dressed,  and  receives  the  training 
supposed  to  be  necessary  for  her  situation  in  the  world.  If  she 
belongs  to  a  wealthy  family,  she  will  become  a  prisoner  for  life, 
and  must  have  the  education  to  fit  her  for  it  given  strictly  accord- 
ing to  time-honored  customs.  She  must  go  through  the  painful 
process  of  binding  her  feet ;  and  the  main  things  to  be  taught  her 
are  attention  to  domestic  afEairs,  the  duty  of  proper  humility,  in 
view  of  the  fact  of  her  being  a  girl,  and  of  a  docile  subjection  to 
her  husband  and  his  family  after  her  marriage,  together  with  the 
important  forms  of  worship  adopted  by  the  family.  Anything  like 
the  education  of  American  girls  is  of  course  unheard  of,  and  a 
girls'  school  is  a  thing  unknown.  There  are  few  books  for  girls  to 
study,  and  not  one  female  in  a  hundred  can  read  such  as  they  have. 
One  of  the  best  of  these  books  is  the  Girls'  Classic,  written  ages 
ago  by  a  Lady  Tsau,  or,  as  she  prefeiTed  to  be  called,  Tsau-ta-ku 
(great-aunt  Tsau).    The  following  is  a  specimen  of  its  style:  — 

"  This  Girls'  Classic  is  the  instruction  of  a  woman;  let  the  girls 
attend  to  it ! 
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"  Every  day  rise  early,  at  the  fifth  watch ;  do  not  sleep  until  the 
sun  is  bright.  With  an  old  handkerchief  cover  up  your  hair ;  go 
quickly  and  sweep  the  veranda.  Brush  your  hair  bright ;  wash 
your  face  clean ;  soon  go  into  the  hall  and  use  your  needle.  Depict 
the  peacock ;  embroider  the  phoenix ;  work  the  mandaiin  ducks. 

"  Do  not  laugh  loudly,  or  call  in  a  loud  tone,  for  fear  your  neigh- 
bors should  hear.  When  you  walk  neither  skip  nor  jump;  when 
standing  do  not  lean  against  the  door. 

"At  eight  and  nine  you  are  growing  older;  you  should  love 
your  elder  and  younger  brothers,  and  share  with  them  your  tea, 
rice,  wine  or  meat ;  do  not  quarrel  if  your  part  is  less  than  theirs. 

"  At  ten  years  old  do  not  idle  about,  but  diligently  make  shoes 
or  seams ;  early  and  late  sit  with  your  mamma,  and  do  not  leave 
the  house  v/ithout  cause. 

"The  first  doctrine  is  that  you  must  obey;  the  second  good 
thing  is  to  respect  your  elder  brother  and  his  wife;  the  third 
important  thing  is,  do  not  waste  rice  or  flour ;  be  careful  of  the 
soy,  vinegar,  oil  and  salt." 

As  soon  as  it  is  decided  that  the  infliction  of  a  girl  must  be 
borne  with  all  the  resignation  possible,  attention  is  next  turned 
to  getting  rid  of  her  by  marriage,  and  she  is  usually  betrothed 
before  she  is  ten  years  old.  These  betrothals  are  often  used  by  the 
parents  as  opportunities  to  display  their  wealth  and  magnificence. 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Baldwin,  of  Foochow,  describes  one  of  these  occasions 
at  a  mandarin's  house,  where  the  girl  was  six  and  the  boy  eight. 
She  says :  — 

"  It  would  be  vain  for  me  to  attempt  a  description  of  the  scene. 
The  variety  and  exquisite  workmanship  of  the  many  ornaments ; 
the  brilliant  lanterns  and  chandeliers ;  the  flowers  everywhere ;  the 
professional  musicians,  and  the  jugglers  with  their  wonderful 
tricks ;  the  elegantly  dressed  official  ladies,  with  their  perfection  of 
'  heavenly '  feet  incased  in  the  tiniest  satin  shoes  daintily  embroid- 
ered; the  marvelously  beautiful  head  ornaments  of  the  most 
delicate  gold  filigi-ee  work ;  the  lunch  at  five,  and  the  dinner  of 
seventeen  courses  at  seven  —  altogether,  it  was  a  recherche  affair. 
The  musicians  played  (and  such  music!)  from  four  o'clock  until 
half  past  eleven;  at  which  time  we  left,  grateful  that  we  still 
retained  the  use  of  our  ears. 

"The  little  bride  was  elegantly  dressed,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  the 
occasion.  The  solid  gold  bracelets  presented  by  her  little  future 
husband  cost  two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars ;  with  them  he  sent 
her  a  bridal  suit  of  scarlet  brocade  silk,  which  is  to  be  pre- 
served for  the  future  wedding-day,  sometime  in  the  years  to  come, 
proving  the  satisfactory  permanence  of  Chinese  fashions.  The 
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dinner  was  served  on  tiny  plates  ( tliere  always  being  a  central  dish, 
into  which  every  one  dipped),  and  eaten  from  silver  cups  and 
plates,  silver-bound  chop-sticks  and  two-tined  silver  forks.  I  ap- 
pend our  bill  of  fare. 


A  CHINESE  ilIirDE. 


DISHES  IN  COURSE. 

1.  Rird's-nest  soup,  with  pigeon's  eggs. 

2.  Dnek's-feet  sf>up. 

3.  Fish-brain  soup. 

4.  Fresh  shell-flsh. 

B.  Fresh  water  fish,  with  onions  and  chutney. 

6.  Chicken  soup. 

7.  Shark's  fins. 
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8.  Mushroom  and  ham, 

9.  Roof  of  pig's  mouth  and  entrails. 

10.  Rice  and  vegetables. 

11.  Chicken  stew  and  bamboo  sprouts, 

12.  Sponge  cake  and  fruit  pudding. 

13.  Pork  soup. 

14.  Pork. 

15.  Fowl  cut  up. 

16.  Meat  in  pastry, 

17.  Almond  soup. 

The  interval  between  beti'othal  and  marriage  varies  from  one 
month  to  fifteen  years,  accordmg  to  the  age  of  the  young  people ; 
but  a  girl  seldom  remains  unmarried  after  fourteen.  When  the 
time  approaches  for  the  wedding  ceremony,  the  bride's  trousseau 
and  household  goods,  comprising  fm-niture,  boxes,  trunks,  sedan- 
chairs,  fancy  lanterns,  pigs  and  chickens  in  a  coup,  and  various 
other  articles,  go  in  grand  procession  to  the  bridegroom's  house. 
So  anxious  are  the  bride's  parents  to  make  a  good  display  on  these 
occasions,  that  they  often  hire  from  their  neighbors,  to  enlarge  the 
procession. 

The  next  day  follows  the  more  gorgeous  bridal  procession, 
and  the  ceremony  at  the  bridegroom's  house,  brilliant  with 
illuminations,  lanterns,  fire-crackers,  music,  theatrical  perform- 
ances and  prolonged  feasting.  These  gay  scenes  once  over,  the 
girl  of  twelve  or  fourteen  settles  down  to  her  dreary,  monotonous 
existence  to  absolute  subjection  to  her  husband  and  his  family j 
never  to  go  out  into  the  public  street,  with  nothing  to  vary  her  life 
but  the  adornment  of  her  person,  a  little  embroidery  now  and  then, 
an  occasional  gossiping  visit  with  friends,  or  religious  festivals. 
Her  only  ambition  is  to  be  the  mother  of  sons,  and  some  day  to 
have  daughters-in-law  of  her  own  to  order  about.  Girls  often  be- 
come mothers  at  thirteen  or  fourteen,  and  begin  to  look  like  old 
women  at  eighteen  and  twenty. 

When  we  first  contemplated  this  article,  we  had  in  mind  girls 
from  fourteen  to  twenty;  but  we  find  no  such  girls  in  China. 
They  leap  from  childhood  to  womanhood  at  once.  As  soon  as 
they  lay  aside  their  dolls,  they  begin  to  care  for  children  of  their 
own,  and  to  lead  serious,  troubled  lives.  They  have  no  bright 
school-days,  no  merry  winter  sports  nor  summer  wanderings,  no 
enthusiastic  friendships  and  delicious  school-girl  confidences,  no 
flirtations  and  biUet-doux,  no  bright  aspirations  and  grand  pur- 
poses ;  above  all,  no  preparation  of  heart  or  intellect  for  a  noble 
Christian  womanhood.  Tlie  facts  that  have  been  given  concern 
only  the  most  fortunate  gii-ls  in  China,  At  another  time  we  may 
present  their  condition  in  the  poorer  classes;  but  enough  has 
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surely  been  said,  even  leaving  our  blessed  religion  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, to  show  the  immeasurable  distance  between  them  and  the 
poorest  girl  in  America,  with  her  school  privileges  and  her  bound- 
less opportunities  for  self-culture  and  philanthropy.  When  we 
compare  the  effects  of  heathen  rites  and  superstitions  upon  their 
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present  life, — the  highest  hope  for  another  to  bo  born  again  as  a 
man, —  with  the  retining,  ennobling  influence  of  Christianity,  with 
its  glorious  life  beyond  the  grave,  we  must  be  selfish  indeed  if  we 
care  to  have  no  share  in  giving  them  this  precious  boon. 
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TWELVE  PILLARS   OF   MISSIONARY  WORK. 

NUMBER  TWO. 

FAITH. 

"  We  believe,  and  therefore  speak." 
Many  years  ago,  before  I  was  married,  it  was  necessary  that  I 
should  .set  up  housekeeping,  and  have  a  liousekeeper.  The  sort  of 
housekeeper  that  1  wanted  was  of  course  of  a  very  humble  kind; 
not  a  lady  housekeeper,  who  should  see  that  others  did  the  work, 
but  rather  a  respectable  woman,  who  might  be  ti-usted  with  money 
and  marketing,  and  who  would  do  much  of  the  domestic  work 
herself. 

I  had  numerous  applicants  for  the  post, —  for  in  those  days 
"places"  were  not  filled  with  such  difficulty  as  now, —  and  my 
choice  finally  rested  on  Martha  .  There  is  no  occasion,  per- 
haps, to  conceal  her  surname,  for  she  has  long  passed  away  to  a 
■brighter  and  better-remunerated  service  than  mine ;  but  the  truth 
is,  I  have  utterly  forgotten  her  surname.  She  was  simply  Martha 
to  me,  and  as  such  I  remember  her. 

Martha  was  a  hard-featured,  large-boned  woman.  If  she  had 
ever  been  good-looking,  the  good  looks  had  long  faded  out  of  her 
somewhat  stem  visage,  and  her  voice  was  rough  and  grating.  My 
pupils  —  for  in  those  days  I  had  boys  living  in  my  house  —  were  in 
no  small  awe  of  her.  Her  demands  on  them,  as  regards  silence, 
feet-wiping,  clothes-tidying  and  so  on,  were  far  too  extensive  for 
the  boyish  mind. 

However,  if  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  these  particulars ;  and, 
indeed,  I  only  mention  them  to  introduce  what  follows.  We  very 
soon  found  that  our  housekeeper,  under  this  rough  and  gaunt  out- 
side, was  a  truly  Christian  woman.  I  had  had  reason  to  think  so ; 
in  fact,  that  was  one  of  the  points  that  decided  me  at  the  very  out- 
set of  her  engagement;  for  she  had  made  it  a  matter  of  express 
stipulation  that  she  should  be  permitted  to  attend  her  place  of 
worship  twice  on  Sunday,  and  once  in  the  week.  But  when  the 
woman  came  under  closer  observation,  then  we  found  that  her  re- 
ligion was  not  one  of  mere  ceremony  and  outward  attendance  upon 
forms,  but  of  true  and  hearty  devotion.  She  was  not  clever,  by 
any  means ;  nor  had  she  much  to  say  for  herself ;  nor  fair  to  out- 
ward view,  as  has  been  already  stated:  but  she  was  not  "  slothful 
in  business;"  she  was  "fervent  in  spirit,"  and  she  "served  the 
Lord."  In  her  simple  way  she  tried  to  teach  the  rough  and  igno- 
rant girl  who  helped  her ;  she  nursed  a  sick  boy,  not  only  as  to  the 
body,  but  as  to  the  soul ;  and  never,  among  the  many  excellent  per- 
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sons  who  have  from  time  to  time  been  in  my  employment,  has  any 
one  taken  more  diligent  care  of  my  interests  than  Martha  took. 

And  now  to  the  pith  and  point  of  this  short  but  veritable  story, 
every  incident  of  which,  1  would  beg  the  reader  carefully  to 
observe,  is  not  fiction,  but  fact.  I  have  described  my  housekeep- 
er's excellencies ;  now  let  me  go  on  to  point  out  what  at  first  I 
presumed  to  be  her  faults.  These  were,  that  she  never  had  any 
money,  and  that  she  habitually  wore  dresses  which  my  lady  friends 
informed  me  were  scarcely  good  enough  for  the  position  which  she 
occupied.  I  confess  that,  until  the  penetrating  criticism  of  my 
lady  friends  revealed  the  latter  fault  to  me,  I  had  not  noticed  it; 
but  having  had  it  pointed  out,  I  could  not  but  observe  that  Mar- 
tha's garments  wei-e  decidedly  shabby,  and  unbefitting  her  exalted 
position  as  my  housekeeper. 

The  other  matter  came  under  my  own  cognizance,  and  struck  me 
more.  She  was  of  middle  age,  and  had  all  her  life  been  in  respecta- 
ble places.  To  my  certain  knowledge  she  had  no  poor  relations, 
and  yet  it  was  too  evident  to  me  that  she  had  never  laid  by  a  penny. 
She  was  now  in  receipt  of  good  wages,  and  certainly  did  not  spend 
her  money  on  fine  clothes.  Yet  the  woman  never  seemed  to  have 
change  even  for  a  five-shilling  piece.  How  was  this  ?  AVhere  did 
her  money  go  to?  What  secret  way  of  pauperizing  herself  had 
this  apparently  good  woman  got  ?  Surely  she  did  not  spend  it  in 
intoxicating  drinks,  or  anything  of  that  kind.   I  was  fairly  puzzled. 

I  contemplated  her  as  she  came  across  me  in  our  ordinary  meet- 
ings, but  could  suggest  nothing.  Ill-favored  she  was,  no  doubt; 
but  still  she  did  not  look  bad,  or  wicked,  or  anything  like  a  spend- 
thrift. How  was  it?  At  last,  I  thought  I  would  ask  Martha 
herself.  And  how  unfortunate  it  is  that  we  do  not  oftener  take 
this  simple  and  most  effective  way  of  dispelling  our  unworthy 
suspicions  about  each  other!  "Go  and  tell  thy  brother  alone." 
It  requires  courage,  I  know ;  but  there  is  One  who  gives  the  spirit 
of  counsel  and  strength  to  those  that  ask  Him. 

Well,  Martha  soon  made  the  matter  as  clear  to  me  as  it  was  to 
herself.  What  did  she  do  with  her  money?  Why,  she  spent  so 
much — about  half,  I  think  —  on  her  clothes.  Then  she  paid  so 
much  to  her  place  of  worship;  and  then  s/ie  subscribed  all  the  rest  to 
the  missionary  society.  O  unworthy  and  unkind  thoughts  of  raineT 
that  I,  a  Christian  minister,  should  have  thus  sat  in  judgment  upon 
one  who,  in  her  way,  wtis  doing  far  more  for  her  Master's  cause 
than  I  was.  What  I  gave,  I  gave,  so  to  speak,  of  my  abundance ; 
but  this  poor  woman  cast  in  all  her  living. 

When  I  came  to  probe  Martha,  I  found  that  the  principle  of  this 
apparently  foolish  conduct  was  one  of  simple  faith.    She  read  in 


162 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


her  Bible,  "The  Lord  will  provide,"  and  she  believed  it.  She 
believed  that  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  the  one  way  of 
salvation  for  all  men,  and,  therefore,  she  was  quite  willing  to  make 
any  sacrifice  in  her  power,  in  order  that  this  one  Saviour  might  be 
preached  in  all  the  world.  In  fact,  I  do  not  know  that  she  regarded 
her  conduct  as  involving  any  sacrifice,  for  she  seemed  to  act  almost 
instinctively.  Otherwise,  her  conduct  might  have  been  repre- 
sented as  illustrative  of  self-denial;  but  it  was  not  so.  Her  princi- 
ple was  faith.  As  for  her  own  future,  she  left  that  to  her  God. 
She  believed  in  His  promisejnever  to  forsake  those  who  trusted  in 
Him. 

Now,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  in  every  ca.se  I  see  my  way 
to  Martha's  position,  or  that  I  undervalue  thrift  and  prudence.  In 
fact,  I  am  not  prepared  here  to  advocate  any  theory,  but  only  to 
tell  a  single  story  of  ti'ue  faith.  Martha  believed,  and  therefore  she 
spoke,  not  indeed  by  her  own  words,  except  at  home,  but  by  others 
sent  forth  with  her  hard-earned  all. 

Keflecting  upon  these  circumstances,  I  often  ask  myself,  "Is  not 
our  frequent  lukewarmness  in  spiritual  work  the  result  of  that 
ancient  imperfection,  because  we  have  no  faith,  or  hut  a  little 
faith?"  If  belief  in  Jesus  Christ  as  the  one  Eedeemer  were  truly 
and  fully  ours  in  that  completeness  with  which  it  should  possess  our 
souls,  how  could  we  jjossibly  remain  tranquil  while  any  means  of 
evangelization  remained  untried?  How  could  we  fear  lest,  if  we 
should  contribute  too  much,  we  should  be  left  without  resources  for. 
ourselves  ? 

And  did  her  God  forsake  Martha  ?  By  no  means.  I  watched 
this  woman's  after  course,  as  may  be  imagined,  with  the  greatest 
interest.  Circumstances  altered  with  me,  and  she  was  compelled  to 
vacate  the  position  she  held  in  my  little  household.  Sickness  came 
U2)on  her,  and  premature  old  age;  but  friends  arose,  as  if  by  magic, 
from  unthought-of  quarters.  It  was  no  magic ;  it  was  the  provi- 
dence of  her  Heavenly  Father.  She  lived  for  some  years  after  she 
left  me,  but  she  was  always  provided  for;  and,  I  believe,  always 
able,  even  to  the  last,  to  contribute  something  toward  the  cause  she 
had  most  at  heart,  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  among  the 
heathen. 

She  died  in  peace,  and  now  her  soul  dwells  with  her  Saviour. 

Rev.  W.  E.  Littlewood,  in  ^'Missionary  Gleaner." 


MEMORIAL  SERVICE. 
A  MOST  interesting  service  in  memory  of  our  missionary,  Miss 
Etta  Chandler,   who  died  in  Madura,   India,   on  the  26th  of 
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January,  was  held  in  the  chapel  at  Wellesley  College,  on  Sunday 
evenhig,  March  30. 

After  devotional  exercises,  conducted  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Strong,  of 
the  Missionary  Herald,  a  memorial  paper  was  read  by  a  Secre- 
tary of  the  Woman's  Board,  from  which  the  following  extracts 
may  be  of  interest  to  Miss  Chandler's  many  friends  in  this  country: 

*  *  "To  an  outsider,  this  dear  friend's  life  might  seem  to  be  made 
up  of  fragments.  Born  thousands  of  miles  away  from  her  father- 
land, five  years  of  childhood  were  spent  in  the  loneliness  of  a  soli- 
tary Christian  family  in  a  heathen  city.  In  1800  she  crossed  seas 
and  continents  to  come  to  America  with  her  parents,  returning  to 
her  home  in  India  four  years  later;  and,  in  1869,  she  again  came  to 
this  country  for  her  education.  Her  school-life  was  spent  mainly 
in  Canaan,  Conn.,  in  Farmington,  under  Miss  Porter's  cai-e,  and  in 
Wellesley  College.  It  was  in  Canaan  that  the  great  changes  took 
place  which  made  her  life  a  unit,  which  gave  her  feet  a  strong 
foundation  upon  which  to  stand  whatever  changes  might  come. 
There,  in  1871,  she  was  born  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  pub- 
licly consecrated  herself  to  His  service ;  an  act  which  implied  unhesi- 
tating obedience  to  her  Saviour's  calls,  whatever  they  might  be. 
With  this  strong,  earnest  purpose,  was  combined  a  buoyant,  joy- 
ous nature,  a  sweetness  of  disposition,  and  a  bright,  attractive 
presence  that  won  her  many  friends. 

"  In  her  last  months  at  Wellesley  occurred  the  crowning  act  of  her 
life — her  consecration  to  foreign  missionary  work.  What  it  must 
have  cost  her  to  lay  aside  all  her  plans  for  self-culture  and  elevat- 
ing labor  in  this  country,  all  the  refinements  and  privileges  of  a 
Christian  land,  only  those  can  know  who  have  experienced  such 
deprivation.  Yet,  without  a  moment's  hesitation,  at  the  call  of 
the  Lord,  she  put  all  these  behind  her,  and  brightly  and  joyously, 
as  was  her  nature,  turned  her  face  toward  India. 

"  The  Woman's  Board  most  gladly  adopted  her  as  its  missionary, 
and  the  college  just  as  gladly  adopted  her  as  theirs ;  and  together 
we  have  rejoiced  in  her  missionary  life  as  it  developed  into  greater 
usefulness  day  by  day.  We  have  seen  her  the  light  and  joy  of  her 
father's  house;  a  ministering  spirit  by  her  mother's  side  among 
a  famine-stricken  people;  a  leader  in  the  women's  meetings  for 
prayer;  a  teacher  among  undisciplined  Hindu  girls;  an  efficient 
helper  in  the  Pulney  boarding-school;  and  in  the  orphanage  for 
little  famine  children,  gaining  many  hearts  by  her  sweetness  and 
her  bright,  winning  ways.  vShe  had  great  joy  in  her  work,  and,  so 
far  as  we  know,  no  regrets  for  what  was  left  behind. 

"  And  now,  but  two  months  ago,  when  mother  and  daughter 
were  beginning  to  see  the  results  of  their  labors;  when  the  un- 
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taught  girls  had  been  brought  into  order;  when  they  had  learned 
to  read  God's  Word  and  become  iamiliar  with  some  of  its  truths; 
when  three  redeemed  souls  had  been  received  into  the  church, 
and  others  were  asking  admittance ;  when  hopes  were  bright  and 
expectations  great  for  the  future,  our  friend  was  called  once  more 
to  lay  aside  her  cherished  plans  and  enter  upon  service  in  still 
another  sphere. 

'■This  time,  however,  the  change  has  no  deprivations  for  her;  it 
has  only  unspeakable  gain.  Now,  her  highest  aspirations  may  be 
realized ;  she  may  drink  in  limitless  knowledge  without  hindrance 
or  weariness ;  her  most  exalted  tastes  may  be  more  than  gratified ; 
and  she  may  engage  in  a  grand,  untrammeled,  endless  service  for 
Him  whom  she  chose  as  her  Lord  and  Master  when  on  earth. 

"The  change  carne  to  her  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  at  Madura, 
wliile  on  her  way  to  her  home  in  Pulney  from  a  friendly  visit. 
During  her  last  conscious  moments  a  friend  repeated  to  her  the 
Twenty-third  Psalm,  and  the  assent  and  the  sweet  smile  with 
which  she  received  each  verse,  showed  that  the  precious  words 
were  understood.  At  its  close  she  murmured,  "Forever  with  the 
Lord" — her  last  words  on  earth.  May  not  these  words  be  taken 
as  the  key-note  of  all  her  changing  life  —  of  every  Christian  life  ? 
"Forever  with  the  Lord,"  whether  on  one  continent  or  another; 
on  sea  or  on  land;  with  friends  or  with  strangers;  in  her  uprising 
and  downsitting;  in  her  going  out  and  coming  in;  on  earth  or  in 
heaven,  His  hand  shall  lead  her  and  His  right  hand  shall  hold  her. 

"'  With  her  now  all  is  light  and  happiness;  with  those  who  remain 
all  the  darkness  and  the  sorrow.  We  cannot  forget  the  shadowed 
home  in  India,  the  stricken  family  three  times  bereft  within  the 
year;  the  native  women  gathered  sobbing  about  the  bereaved 
father,  to  hear  about  their  beloved  friend  and  teacher.  We  can- 
not forget  the  school-girls  and  children  longing  for  her  presence, 
and  crying  out,  'How  can  we  get  on  without  Miss  Ammal?' 
while  the  sorrowmg  parents  echo  back  the  cry,  'How  can  we  do 
without  her  ? '  We  cannot  forget  our  loss  as  a  Board,  and  the  loss 
to  the  missionary  workers  in  India.  To  us  it  would  seem  that  a 
life  with  so  fair  a  promise  were  needed  on  earth ;  we  can  only  say, 
it  is  our  Father's  will,  and  so  is  best. 

"Yet  we  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  we  have  one  less 
worker  in  the  foreign  field,  where  the  harvest  is  so  plenteous  and 
the  laborers  so  few.  The  Lord  of  the  harvest  is  moving  mightily 
in  our  world  just  now.  We  hear  His  stately  goings  in  the  nations. 
His  power  is  infinite ;  and  yet  it  pleases  Him  to  use  His  Church 
—  even  the  women  and  children  in  it — to  carry  out  His  great 
designs.    By  His  judgments,  by  His  providences,  by  His  blessings, 
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He  is  calling  loudly  to  His  church  to  enter  in  and  possess  the 
promised  land.  He  is  preparing  the  way,  and  calling  for  workers, 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  Who  can  say  that  the  call  does  not 
come  to  her?" 

The  paper  was  followed  by  an  address  from  Dr.  Clark,  of  the 
American  Board.  In  his  usual  happy  manner  he  depicted  the 
work  in  which  Miss  Chandler  engaged  in  India,  —  a  work  in  which 
the  students  of  the  college  shared  through  their  representative,  — 
and  the  great  need  of  cultured,  well-trained  minds  to  carry  it  on. 
He  dwelt  also  upon  the  thought  that  the  all-imi>ortant  thing  in  life 
should  be  to  have  our  names  written  in  the  Book  of  Life ;  for  each 
individual  to  be  sure  her  own  was  written  in  it ;  then  to  do  her 
utmost  to  place  other  names  there,  whether  her  lot  were  cast  in 
this  land  or  among  the  heathen. 

The  chapel,  full  of  fresh  young  faces,  solemnized  by  the  objeet 
which  brought  them  together,  the  profusion  of  flowers  arranged 
by  friendly  hands,  and  the  fine  music  by  the  Beethoven  Society  of 
the  college,  combined  to  make  the  occasion  one  long  to  be  remem- 
bered. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  PACIFIC. 

We  are  much  gratified  to  have  the  privilege,  in  this  number,  of 
welcoming  our  friends  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  the  Pacific  to  a 
place  in  our  magazine.  Their  editress  calls  that  Board  the  "little 
sister"  of  the  others;  but  we  wish  to  say  that  we  believe  it  to  be 
a  sister  of  great  promise,  and  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  the 
little  one  will  become  a  thousand  in  the  rapidly  growing  States  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Among  the  first  to  re- 
spond to  the  circulars  sent  out,  in  the  beginning  of  our  work, 
were  Christian  women  in  California,  and  their  ready  aid  was  an 
inspiration  in  our  work  at  the  time  when  it  was  most  needed.  In 
the  intei'vening  years,  we  have  all  been  doing  our  best  to  promote 
the  cause  which  lies  so  near  our  hearts ;  and  although  our  Boards 
may  be  three  in  name,  we  have  most  sui-ely  been  one  in  purpose, 
effort  and  desire. 

While  those  who  have  known  the  inner  workings  of  these  socie- 
ties have  continually  had  this  pleasant  consciousness,  it  may  not 
always  have  been  so  apparent  to  the  world  at  large;  and  we  rejoice 
that  we  may  have  the  opportunity,  in  our  magazine,  to  present  the 
woman's  foreign  missionary  work  in  our  Congregational  churches 
as  one  grand  whole — a  strong,  threefold  cord,  belting  our  own 
country  and  extending  to  women  and  children  around  the  world. 
The  monthly  intelligence  that  will  come  to  us  from  the  Pacific 
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coast,  we  know  will  be  appreciated  by  all  our  constituency;  and  we 
ti'ust  that  we  of  the  Atlantic  coast  may  send  back  so  much  of  in- 
terest and  stimulus,  that  it  shall  prove  a  strength  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  noble  women  who  are  carrying  on  the  work  among  so 
many  obstacles  and  in  such  unfavorable  surroundings. 


"  It  seems  very  certain  that  the  world  is  to  grow  better  and 
richer  in  the  future,  however  it  has  been  in  the  past,  not  by  the 
magnificent  achievements  of  the  highly  gifted  few,  but  hy  the 
patient  faithfulness  of  the  one-talented  many." — Phillips  Brooks. 


It  is  said  on  good  authority  tha<t  more  money  was  given  by  the 
Chinese  in  California  for  the  yellow  fever  plague,  in  the  Southern 
States,  than  the  entire  white  population  of  the  United  States  have 
contributed  toward  the  vastly  greater  suffering  from  famine  in 
North  China. — ILlustralcd  Missionary  News. 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

FROM  Feb.  18  to  JIar  18,  1879. 
ISfRS.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES.  Treasurer. 


Maine  Branch. — Mrs.  Wood- 
bin  v  S.  Dana,  Treas.  Bancor, 
"Riil,"  $30;  Boothbav,  Aux., 
$10;  Jtridglon,  Aux.,  $15; 
Watei  ville,  Aux.,  of  wli.  S5 
a  gift  from  the  late  Clara  T. 
Alden,  S25;  Thomastou, 
Aux.,  $23.50,  $103  50 

Alfred.— X  f liend,  25 
Weld.— Cows,.  Ch.,  3  00 


Total, 


§106 


XEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Netv  Hampshire  Branch.— yWss 
Aliby  E.  Slcluiirc,  Treas. 
Autrim,  Piesb.  Cli.  Mission 
Circle,  SIO;  Clareuiont,  Aux., 
■joust.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Marv  S. 
Piper,  $25;  Fitzwilli.Tui,  Mis. 
Colby's  .S.  S.  CI.,  =3;  Francis- 
town,  .\ux.,  S40;  Keeup,  Sec- 
ond Ch.  Aux.,  const.  L.  JI's 
Jlrs. ,).  A.  French,  Mrs.  G.  P. 
Drown,  §57;  Young  Ladies' 


Sewing  Circle,  §10;  Jlan- 
chester,  Hanover  Street  Ch. 
Aux.,  $100;  Meriden,  Aux., 
§12.76;  Ladies'  Kimball  U. 
Academy,  $2.24;  New  Ips- 
wich, Aux.,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Mar\-  B. 
Gibson,  §22.45;  Plaintield 
Conpr.  Ch.,  Mrs.  Cornelia  E. 
Bartholomew,  §25;  Ports- 
mouth, Aux..  $20.20;  Roches- 
ter, Aux.,  §18.50;  "Grateful 
Givers,"  $5:  Seabrook  and 
Hampton  Falls,  Aux.,  §17; 
Stratham,  A.  A.  L.,  §2,         $370  15 


Total, 


§370  15 


VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch. — Mrs.  Geo. 
H.  Fox,  Treas.  Winooski, 
Aux..  56;  Fayetteville,  Aux., 
$4.50;  Grafton,  Aux..  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  E.  J.  Ward,  §28.- 
50;  Rutland,  Aux.,  §20;  Put- 
ney, "Olive  Branch,"  const. 
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L.  M.  Mrs.  Austin  Dodge, 
$25;  Cobat,  Aux.,  $10.50; 
Randolph,  Aux.,  .•!i4;  "I'euny 
Gatherers,"  SG;  Wallingford, 
Aux.,  const,  h.  M's  Airs.  Joel 
W.  Ainsworth,  Mrs.  John 
Scrlbner,  5552;  Mrs.  Edwin 
Mortindole,  with  prev.  con- 
tri.  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Samuel 
Ro^'ers,  $10;  Hartford,  Aux., 
$14.25;  Guildhall,  Aux., $4.35; 
Holland,  Aux.,  20  cents.; 
Quchee,  Aux.,  $6  10;  Wells 
River,  Young  Ladies'  ".Mis- 
sion Circle,"  $5;  Essex  June, 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Seatou,  S.'i;  No. 
Craf tsbury,  "Mission  Circle," 
S4;  Bake"rsfield,  Aux.,  $4; 
Benson,  Aux.,  $21;  "Mount 
Mansfield  Mites,"  $20.50; 
Burlin"  ton,  First  Cong.  Cli., 
Circle  No.  1,  $20.  Expenses, 
$20;  lialance,  $250  90 

New  //aue/i.— "Muuger  Band,"     G  G2 


Total, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


$257  52 


Berkshire  Branch. — Mrs.  S.  N. 
Russell,  Treas.  Pittsfield, 
First  Ch.  Aux.,  $18.11;  Young 
Ladies'  Soc.,$5.25;  Hinsdale, 
"Mountain  Rill,"  $83;  Ad- 
ams, Aux.,  $20;  Curtisville, 
Aux.,  $2;  Lanesboro,  Aux., 
84,  $132  36 

Boston.— Mrs.  C.  C  Coffin,  $2; 
Miss  Hannah  Heald,  $100; 
Union  Ch.,  of  wh.  $25  by  Mrs. 
M.  W.  Wilkinson,  const.  L. 
51.  Martha  Elizabeth  Searle, 

■  $85.75;  "Shawmut  Helpers," 
$365;  Central  Ch.  Aux.,  $1 
Mt.  Vernon  Ch.,  $2.50, 

Highlands.  —  Eliot  Ch.  Aux., 
$30 ;  "Anderson  Circle,"  prev. 
contri.  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Car- 
oline M.  Brown,  $10;  "Fer- 

fnson  Circle,"  $1.46;  "Eliot 
tar  Circle,"  $6.71;  "May- 
flowers," $1.50;  "Thompson 
Circle  "  $1.56, 
Bradford.— A.  friend,  $1 ;  Acad- 
emy, $18.75;  Aux.,  $50, 
Cambridge. — A  friend, 
Chatham.  —  Woman's  Miss'y 
Soc, 

Chelsea.— Aux.,  $20;  "Willing 
Workers,"  $5;  First  Ch.  Aux., 
$37.78;  "Lamplighters,"  $5, 

Z>ed/ia»i.— "Chapel  Rays,"  pu- 
pil Foochow, 

Dorchester.—  Village  Church, 
"Band  of  Faith," 

Essex  So.  Conf.  Branch.—  Miss 
H.  K.  Osgood,  Treas.  Box- 
ford,  Aux,  $20;  Salem,  Tab- 
ernacle Ch.,  "Willing  Help- 
ers," $30;  Gloucester,  Aux., 


556  25 


71  23 


69  75 
2  40 


9  00 


67  78 
40  00 


5  00 


$42;  Beverly,  Dane  St.  Ch., 
"Ivy  Lea\es,"  $30;  Marble- 
head,  Aux.,  $62, 

Fall  River. — "  Willing  Helpers,' 

GrantviUe. — Aux., 

Hampslilre  Co.  Branch. — Miss 
Isauclhi  G.  Clarke,  Treas. 
Plainfield,  Aux.,  $22;  Am- 
herst, "Mission  Circle,"  $90; 
Northampton,  Mrs.  W.,  $50, 

Hanover. — Aux., 

Haverliill. — A  friend, 

Jamaica  Plain.  —  "  Wide 
Awakes,"  Florence  Clarke's 
sch'ship, 

Marion. — Aux., 

Middleboro.—Mis..  Francis  G. 
I'ratt,  const,  self  L.  M., 

Middlesex  Branch. — Jlrs.  E.  H. 
Warren,  Treas.  Sudbury, 
Aux.,  $17;  So  Natick,  Anne 
Eliot  Soc,  $8.50, 

Xo.  Somerville. — Broadway  Ch. 
Aux., 

Sandwich. — Aux., 

So.  Framingliani. — A  friend, 

Springfield  Branch. — Miss  H. 
T.  Buckingham,  Treas.  Spg. 
First  Ch.,  $22  09;  Memorial 
Ch.,  $13;  Mrs.  Hooker's 
Bd)le  CI  ,  $10;  Olivet  Cli., 
$12;  West  Sp'gfield,  Park  St. 
Ch.,  $30;  "Young  People's 
Soc'y,"  $40;  First  Ch.,  $2; 
Brimfield,  Aux.,  prev.  contri. 
const.  L  M.  Mrs.  W.  H.  Sher- 
man, $12, 

Truro. — Aux., 

West   Medway.  —  Aux.,  Mrs. 

Philip  Partridge,  const.  L. 

M.  Mrs.  Laura  C.  Mann, 
West    Xeuton.  —  Mrs.    J.  L. 

Clarke, 

Wobiirn  Conf.  Bm)ic/i.— Win- 
chester, "Seek  and  Save  Cir- 
cle," 

Worcester  Co.  Branc/t.—  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Russell,  Treas.  West- 
minster, .$6;  Southbridge, 
Aux.,  Globe  Village,  $25; 
"Messengers  of  Joy,"  $75; 
Wliitinsville,  Mrs.  C.'P.  Whit- 
in,  const.  L.  M.  Miss  Clara  H. 
Hamlin,  $25;  "Merrv  Glean- 
ers," $187.70;  Athol,  Aux., 
$29;  Worcester,  Central  Ch., 
"Young  Ladies'  Mission  Cir- 
cle," $1.50;  Fitchbnrg,  C.  C. 
Ch.,  $32.75;  Oxford,  Aux.,  of 
wh.  $25  by  Mrs.  A.  W.  Porter, 
const.  L.'M.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Em- 
mons, $32;  Warren,  .\ux., 
$12.50;  Spencer,  Aux.,  $10, 


184  00 
20  00 
42  60 


162  00 
3  00 
10  00 


15  00 
5  00 


25  00 


25  50 

20  50 
10  00 
iO  OO 


141  09 

6  00 


25  00 
5  00 

20  00 


436  45 


Total, 


.S2,119  81 


Fern.  Dep.  Armenia  College. 

Worcester  Co.  Branch. — West- 
boro,  "Mission  Circle,"         $100  00 
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CONNECTICUT. 

Eastern  Conn.  Branch.— yirs. 
J.  C.  Learned,  Treas.  Pom- 
fret,  Aux.,  89;  "Little  Wom- 
en," S2.5o;  Stoningtoii,  Aux., 
$11. GO;  Preston,  Aux.,  $20,      $43  15 
Hartford  Branch. — Mrs.  Chas. 
A.  Jewell,  Treas.  East  Hart- 
forJ,  "Real   Workers,"  .$5; 
Rockville,  Aux.,  SIO;  Hart- 
ford, Park  Church  Aux.,  .§2; 
Davville,  "Boys'  Mission  Cir- 
cle/' $.5,  22  00 
New  Haven  Branch. — Miss  Ju- 
lia Twining,  Treas.  Anso- 
nia,  S15;   Bethlehem,  SIO; 
Bridgeport,  $75.80;  Canaan, 
S19;    Chester,  $20;  Colches- 
ter, $71;  Cornwall,  $33;  East 
Hampton,  Union  Ch.,  §10; 
GavlordsA  ille  "  Mission  Cir- 
cle)"   .?10;     Litchfield  (of. 
wh.  .§25  from  Miss  Clarissa 
Deming,  to  const,  herself  L. 
M. ;  S25  fr.  a  friend,  to  const. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Gleason  Gates,  of 
E.  Haddam,  Conn.,   L.  M.; 
S40    from    "Daisy  Chain" 
Mission  Circle),  $125.95;  Mid- 
dletown  (of  wn.  $25  from  a 
friend,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Sar.Th   Sill    Hubbard^,  $40; 
Milford.  .•J48.50;  New  Britain, 
Center  Ch.,  of  wh.  S13  fr.  the 
"Little  Givers,"  §91.50;  South 
Ch.,  of  wh.  S5from  the  "Ban- 
van  Seeds,"  S125;  New  Hav- 
en Centre  Ch.,  of  wh.  $25  fr. 
Mrs.  Treadwell  Ketcham,  to 
const,  herself  L.  M.,  .587;  Col- 
lege St.  Ch.,  S18;  East  Ch., 
$23;  Fair  Haven  First  Ch. 
(of  wh.  S25  fr.  Miss  JIary  Ri- 
ley, to  const,  herself  L.  M. ; 
§25  from  Mrs.  William  Mor- 
ris, to  const.  L.  M.  Jlrs.  Jas. 
P.  Smith\S169.85;  North  Ch., 
S87  25;  Third  Ch.,  §88;  Nor- 
folk, to  const.  L.  M's  Jlrs. 
Marilla  L.  Riggs  and  Mrs. 
Celia  E.  Butler,  §50;  North 
Haven,  $."!;   Norwalk,  Sino; 
Orange,  .*16.54;  Prospect,  $1; 
Redding,  S5;  Salisbury.  S16.- 
38:  Savbrook,  $6.51;  South 
Britain",  $21;  Stamford, "Rip- 
powam  Circle,"  S70;  Stan- 
wich,  "Mission  Circle,"  §10; 
Thomaston,  "News-Bearers," 
S14:      Torringford,  $9.25; 
Wallingford,  §41;  Washing- 
ton, §40.25;  Waterburv,  Sec- 
ond Ch.,  §100.75;  Westville, 
of  wh.  §40  fr.  the  Y.  L.  >I.  C, 
$80;    Wolcottville,    $20;  a 
friend  from  Stamford,  of  wh. 
$5  for  China  and  $5  for  Mex- 
ico, §10,                              1,782  53 


Willimantic.—Anx.,  of  wh.  $25 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Horace 
Winslow,  $37.48;  Mrs.  Wins- 
low's  Infant  CI.,  §5.62,  43  10 

Woodbury.— 'Sirs.  0.  P.  Church- 
'11.  1  40 


Total,  §1,892  18 

NEW  YOHK. 

^Wen.— Elizabeth  F.  Wickes,      $9  40 
.firooAr/yn.— Central  Cong.  Ch., 
"Mission  Band,"  pupU  Har- 
poot,  40  00 


Total, 


$49  40 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington.— Anna.  A.  Pratt,  §1  40 
Total,  $1  40 

WISCONSIN. 

Pern.  Dep.  Armenia  College. 
New  Lisbon. — Mrs.  A.  A.  Young,  §1  00 

NEBRASKA. 

Plymouth. — Aux.,  $5  00 

Total,  55  00 

KANSAS. 

^fariadahl.—'^lTs.  H.  H.  Grifan,  $4  40 
Total,  $4  40 

CALIFORNIA. 

Havilah.—K  friend,  for  work 
under  Miss  Hance,  $20  00 


Total,  §20  00 


Canadian  Branch ,  Afontreal.- 
Mrs.  Child's  S.  S.  CI., 

Total, 

General  Funds,  §4,^  61 

Fern.  D-  p.  Armenia  College,  101  00 
Life  and  Light,  826  13 

Weeklv  Pledge,  3  20 

Leaflets,  2  92 

Interest  on  temporary  invest- 
ments, 78  75 


Total,       $5,858  61 
Miss  Emm.\  C.\rrcth,  Ass't  Treas. 


JAPAN. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  DUDLEY. 

The  month  following  my  last  letter  was  extremely  warm.  We 
all  suffered  from  it,  and  I  was  not  able  to  take  up  my  work  with 
as  much  vigor  as  I  wanted  to  after  the  summer  rest. 

I  commenced  calling  at  Hiogo,  and  found  the  Christian  women 
eager  to  begin  the  weekly  Bible-class,  which  I  was  obliged  to  give 
up  when  we  went  on  our  long  tour  in  the  spring.  There  are  four 
evening  meetings  each  week,  which  the  church-members  attend; 
and  I  am  sometimes  afraid  the  Christians  will  think  "the  chief 
end  of  man"  is  going  to  meeting.  But  they  all  seem  so  happy  in 
meeting  each  other,  and  have  so  little  to  draw  from  at  home,  that 
I  do  not  like  to  discourage  them  from  holding  these  frequent  ser- 
vices. 

One  of  our  best  women  was  sick  when  I  wrote  you  last.  We 
thought,  for  a  .short  time,  that  she  would  leave  us,  and  it  was 
touching  to  see  the  love  and  interest  shown  by  the  Christians. 
But  God  was  better  than  our  fears,  and  she  was  spared.  A  few 
days  ago  I  called  to  see  her,  and  took  some  tea  roses.  The  tears 
came  with  the  smile  as  she  took  the  flowers,  and  she  said,  "  How 
good  God  is!"  I  said,  "  You  have  been  so  sick,  I  was  afraid  you 
would  think  God  had  forgotten  you."  "No,  no,"  she  replied; 
"how  caw  I,  when  He  gives  me  such  proofs  of  His  love?"  She 
then  told  me  that  her  husband  had  been  touched  by  the  love  man- 
ifested by  the  "  brothers  and  sisters,"  and  she  was  sure  he  had 
decided  to  be  a  Christian. 

The  old  lady  of  whom  I  wrote  joi\  grew  feebler,  and  knowing 
that  she  could  never  meet  again  with  the  Christians  at  church,  she 
asked  repeatedly  to  be  baptized.  One  Sabbath  a  few  Christians 
met  at  her  house,' and  she  took  on  herself  the  name  of  Jesus,  and 
remembered  His  dying  love  in  the  way  He  appointed.  About  ten 
days  afterward  she  went  from  her  dark  little  home  to  be  with  Him. 

Akashi,  my  last  love,  grows.  A  church  of  nineteen  members  was 
formed  there  on  the  16th  of  October.  Of  this  number,  five  are  men 
■with  their  wives,  and  two  of  these  bring  their  daughters.  There 
are,  besides,  four  widows;  one  man  whose  wife  and  daughter  will 
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come  next  time,  I  think ;  one  old  man  whom  I  mentioned  in  the 
July  Life  and  Light  ;  and  one  young  man. 

Representatives  met  from  all  the  churches,  and  the  examination 
of  candidates  occupied  eleven  hours,  but  not  all  at  one  sitting. 
Some  of  the  questions  were  most  searching,  and  many  remarked, 
"  How  well  the  women  did ! "  Poor  things !  they  dreaded  being  set 
up  on  chairs  before  the  audience,  who  all  sat  on  the  floor,  except 
the  committee ;  but  they  answered  all  questions  in  a  plain,  straight- 
forward way  which  went  to  every  heart.  One  woman  was  asked, 
"  If  God  sent  you  trials  could  you  still  trust  Him  ?"  The  answer 
came  after  a  moment,  very  short,  but  showing  a  depth  of  thought 
I  had  not  looked  for.  It  was  this:  "Every  branch  that  beareth 
fruit,  he  purgeth  it  that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit;"  and  this 
woman  was  not  one  year  out  of  heathenism.  Her  daughter,  who 
was  one  of  the  girls  baptized,  was  married  soon  after  to  a  young 
man  in  one  of  the  Kobe  churches.  He  is  nineteen,  and  she  but 
fifteen.  I  said  to  the  pastor  of  the  Akashi  church,  who  did  the 
"between"  work,  "Do  have  them  wait  a  little;  they  are  too 
young."  But  he  replied  that  the  young  man  must  have  a  wife; 
and,  besides,  couldn't  I  see  what  a  fine  thing  it  would  be  to  have  it 
sliowrL  that  a  girl  could  marry,  even  if  she  were  a  Christian  ?  I 
submitted,  groaning  inwardly  at  the  thought  of  this  young  girl 
taking  such  duties  upon  her  poor  little  self.  But  the  young 
couple  look  as  bright  as  canaries  in  a  new  cage. 

Kobe  has  a  new  church,  just  completed  and  dedicated,  with  joy 
and  thanksgiving,  November  21.  It  is  a  pretty,  bright  building, 
costing  $1,450,  all  paid  for  before  the  dedication.  We  shall  have 
no  need  of  Mr.  Kimball  here.  The  foreign  residents  gave  over 
$.300,  and  the  missionaries  added  their  love  mite ;  the  rest  was  all 
given  by  the  natives. 

The  next  day  after  the  dedication,  a  meeting  of  the  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  was  held.  It  was  an  occasion  of  great  interest. 
The  amount  raised  by  the  society  during  the  first  month  of  its 
existence  is  $70. 


There  are  some  difiBcult  questions  in  the  following  extract  from 
a  letter  from  a  lady  missionary  in  Osaka.  Perhaps  some  unsatisfied 
heart  may  find  herein  the  call  to  service. 

"Oh,why  did  not  some  ladies  come  to  us  last  fall,  when  the  other 
missionaries  came?  We  expected  three  or  four,  and  we  re- 
ceived only  one.  Every  month  of  delay  makes  a  great  difference 
in  our  work.  We  welcomed  Miss  Gardner  gladly  to  the  work 
at  Kobe,  but  we  want  more  ladies  for  Osaka.  This  is  a  vast  city, 
and  a  splendid  field  for  work.    I  think  it  is  a  work  which  will  sat- 
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isfy  the  highest  and  best  ambitions  of  any  \\  oman.  Had  I  a  thousand 
lives  to  live,  all  should  be  given  to  this  blessed  service.  I  would 
like  to  write  in  letters  of  fire,  that  would  burn  into  the  heart  of 
every  one  who  reads  it,  the  same  call  that  Paul  heard  from  Mace- 
donia :  '  Come  over  and  help  us ! '  Is  there  not  some  friend  looking 
forward  into  life  to  see  what  there  is  for  her  to  do,  whom  this 
appeal  can  reach  ?  Pray  for  us.  Surely  the  Lord  of  the  harvest 
will  send  forth  laborers  to  serve  Him." 


TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  SHATTUCK. 

I  AM  sitting  in  the  study  of  the  parsonage,  in  the  village  of 
Yorgon  Olook.  It  is  a  very  comfortable  little  room,  with  two  win- 
dows, and  a  door  opening  into  the  "  lewan,"  a  room  open  at  one  end, 
and  yet  shaded  by  a  roof,  and  is  the  sitting-place  in  svxmmer.  This 
separates  the  study  and  kitchen  from  the  two  inner  family  rooms. 
The  house  is  made  of  mud,  plastered  over,  but  is  neat  and  cosy, 
only  lacking  the  pastor  and  family  to  occupy  it. 

I  look  out  upon  a  little  garden,  in  which  arc  fig,  apricot,  pear 
and  yenedeunya  trees;  The  latter  is  a  delicious  early  fruit,  indig- 
enous, I  think,  to  Hindustan,  whence  it  was  introduced  to 
this  country  by  an  ex-consul,  who  built  a  fine  residence  in 
Bitias,  planting  about  it  fruit  and  shade-trees  from  all  countries. 
He  also  introduced  potatoes,  tomatoes,  beans  and  some  other  vege- 
tables, which  have  not  only  proved  a  means  of  resource  to  the  peo- 
ple, but  also  have  helped  many  a  poor  person  eke  out  his  scanty 
living.  For  three  or  four  months  at  a  time,  many  a  villager  tas''es 
no  meat,  but  lives  on  boiled  potatoes  and  bread,  together  with  the 
prepared  wheat  called  "boulgour." 

Beyond  the  little  garden  there  is  a  house,  in  the  lower  room  of 
which  is  a  man  weaving  a  checked  cloth,  for  general  wear  of  men 
and  women.  On  the  flat  roof  sit  three  women  ;  one  of  them  is  spin- 
ning "kedge,"  the  poorer  part  of  the  silk  cocoon. 

She  twirls  her  distaff  rapidly  and  gracefully ;  but,  poor  thing,  she 
can  only  earn  one  and  three-sevenths  cents  if  she  works  from  early 
morning  until  late  at  night  — and  fortunate  are  those  having  this 
work,  even.  One  of  the  other  women  is  opening  the  cocoons  and 
filling  her  stick,  which  she  holds  between  her  toes,  her  fingers  all 
being  employed  in  picking  out  the  cocoon,  which  she  softens  by 
rubbing  until  it  is  like  cotton.  The  third  is  reeling  off  her  thread 
from  tl>e  distaff. 
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Many  poor  women  go  to  the  mountain  for  wood,  cutting  it  and 
bringing  it  in  on  their  backs,  then  receiving  six  cents  for  the  load. 
The  men  are  mostly  engaged  in  making  combs,  sawing  them  by 
hand.  They  make  them  more  rapidly  than  one  would  suppose; 
yet  they,  too,  earn  very  little — only  twenty-five  cents  per  day. 

Our  work  here  is  new,  you  will  remember.  I  have  mentioned 
the  eagerness  of  the  women  to  learn  to  read  —  and  now  I  have  a 
girl  started  in  the  work  of  a  Bible-reader.  She  has  been  in  our 
schools  at  Aintab  three  or  four  years,  and  is  a  jewel.  But,  poor 
child !  she  told  me  yesterday  that  she  did  not  wish  to  go  again  to 
her  home  in  Bitias,  for  her  ignorant  relatives  give  her  no  peace. 
All  the  vacation  last  year,  and  now  during  the  three  or  four  weeks 
of  her  stay  at  home,  she  has  had  to  resist  them  continually,  or 
they  would  surely  have  engaged  her.  "It  is  such  a  shame  for  a 
girl  of  her  age  to  be  unengaged!"  We  shall  probably  be  obliged 
to  let  her  work  somewhere  else  than  in  her  own  village.  She  now 
has  but  two  months  more  before  returning  to  Aintab.  where  she 
must  study  another  year,  at  least.  When  she  first  entered  she  had 
never  been  to  school  at  all,  and  was  only  able  to  read  in  the  primer. 
She  passed  through  the  primary  and  preparatory  departments  in 
Aintab,  and  only  last  year  entered  the  seminary,  though  all  the 
while  a  member  of  our  family.  Next  year  we  shall  take  from  that 
same  village  a  girl  fully  fitted  for  the  seminary  proper;  so  much 
has  the  school  at  that  place  come  up  under  the  preacher,  who 
taught  two  years,  and  Khatoon,  the  teacher  sent  last  year. 

So  the  work  advances  year  by  year.  It  will  yet  be  some  time 
before  we  can  have  girls  fitted  for  the  seminary  in  all  our  out-sta- 
tions ;  but  I  hope  we  shall  never  again  be  obliged  to  take  one  to 
enter  the  primary,  or  the  lowest  class  of  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment in  Aintab. 

We  expect  that  Anna  —  the  girl  who  taught  the  boys'  school  in 
Kessab  last  winter  —  will  arrive  to-day,  and  to-morrow  will  be 
married  to  a  young  man  of  this  place.  Then  she  is  to  teach  a  year, 
at  least,  here,  carrying  on  also  the  work  among  the  women  which 
the  other  Anna  is  just  now  beginning.  Seventeen  large  girls  and 
women  began  the  primer  yesterday.  Probably  more  will  begin, 
but  all  will  not  hold  out  till  they  can  read  the  Bible.  One  woman 
had  much  difficulty  in  getting  the  consent  of  her  Armenian  hus- 
band; but  she  told  him  she  would  not  neglect  her  work,  or  "an- 
swer him  back  "  any  more,  if  he  would  only  let  her  learn  to  read; 
so  he  gave  his  consent.  When  I  saw  her  yesterday  she  was  trying 
to  show  another  woman  how  to  get  the  consent  of  her  husband. 
It  is  very  hard  for  some  of  these  women  to  learn  the  letters,  even, 
so  utterly  untrained  are  they  to  any  mental  efEort.    But  I  am  sure 
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that  it  helps  them  in  Christian  Ufe  to  give  their  thouglit  and 
strength  to  some  such  elfort,  even  if  they  do  not  succeed  in  fully 
learning  to  read.  They  will  listen  with  more  attention  to  preach- 
ing or  reading  from  others. 

Under  date  of  Kessab,  Sept.  17,  Miss  Shattuck  writes:  — 

My  last  to  you  was  written,  I  remember,  from  Torgon  Olook, 
while  waiting  for  Anna.  Her  wedding  was  the  most  sensible  and 
satisfactory  I  have  ever  attended  in  this  country.  She  was  married 
in  church,  with  her  face  uncovered,  listened  understandingly  to  the 
somewhat  extended  remarks,  and  on  arriving  at  her  new  home 
joined  in  conversation  with  the  company,  and  ate  with  them  also. 
I  did  not  see  a  tear  on  her  face  all  day,  which  was  a  wide  step  from 
the  custom,  which  would  have  her  not  only  weep,  but  make  great 
demonstrations  of  grief. 



SAMAKIA  TO  NAZAKETH. 

BY  MKS.  H.  GRATTAN  GUINNESS. 

Two  scenes  of  deeper  interest  than  battles  lend  their  light  to 
Esdraelon  :  the  great  victory  of  God  over  Baal,  in  the  memorable 
encounter  on  Carrael,  on  whose  eastern  end  was  urged  that  prayer 
of  faith,  in  consequence  of  which  the  heavens  once  more  gave  rain ; 
and  right  across  this  plain,  with  his  loins  girded  and  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  upon  him,  the  prophet  of  fire  ran  to  the  entrance  of  Jezreel, 
keeping  pace  with  Ahab's  chariot-horses  for  a  distance  of  twelve 
miles  at  least;  and  long  afterward.  He  who  came  not  to  judge  the 
woi-ld  but  to  save  the  world,  wrought  one  of  His  greatest  miracles 
here.  We  passed  the  spot  where,  winding  up  the  hill-side,  amid 
rock-hewn  tombs  which  mark  the  site  of  an  ancient  cemetery,  the 
only  road  which  passes  through  Nain  enters  it  from  the  south ; 
where,  consequently,  "the  Resurrection  and  the  Life"  must  have 
met,  gazed  upon  and  had  compassion  on  the  sorrowful,  childless 
widow,  who  followed  her  only  one  to  the  grave.  Here  must  have 
resounded  that  unequaled  "  weep  not,"  uttered  by  lips  that  could 
stanch  the  fountain  of  tears,  by  adding,  to  the  corpse  which  lay 
uncoffined  on  the  bier  (as  is  usual  in  these  parts),  "  Young 
man,  I  say  unto  thee,  arise!  "  It  is  sweet  to  have  a  scene  of  life- 
giving,  instead  of  life-taking,  in  connection  with  Jesus  on  this  plain. 
Often,  very  often,  He  must  have  crossed  and  recrossed  it,  during 
His  thirty  years'  residence  in  N'azareth,  going  up  to  the  feasts  of 
the  Lord  in  Jerusalem,  and  returning  to  His  Galilean  home.  We 
passed  Dothan,  then  Shunem,  where  the  great  woman  built  the 
little  house  for  the  man  of  God,  and  whence  she  rode  across  the 
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plain  to  Carmel,  to  receive  her  son  a  second  time  from  him,  doubly, 
in  resurrection,  the  gift  of  God.  The  village,  like  all  others  here- 
abouts, is  inclosed  with  impenetrable  hedges  of  prickly  pear. 
We  shall  not  retain  pleasant  reminiscences  of  Endor.  Many  a  cave 
\vc  saw  which  would  admirably  have  suited  the  witch ;  but  whether 
we  saw  the  one,  is  more  than  I  can  tell. 

Happily,  our  afternoon  journey  was  a  short  one.  We  crossed 
the  plain  from  Endor  to  the  foot  of  the  Galilean  hills;  had  a  steep 
and  somewhat  dangerous  climb  over  one  which  brought  us  into  a 
narrow,  winding,  upland  valley;  this  widened,  at  last,  like  a  river 
becoming  an  estuary,  and  terminated  in  a  sort  of  circular  ctil  de 
sac,  a  quiet  little  world's-end  valley,  surrounded  on  every  side  by 
hills;  and  at  its  south-west  corner  lay  a  little  town,  clean  and 
pleasant-looking  at  a  distance,  with  bright  fig  orchards  and  gardens 
around,  and  a  background  of  olives  clothing  the  hill-side.  The 
vale  was  the  vale  of  Nazareth;  the  town,  the  home  of  Christ's 
childhood  and  youth!  No  sight  in  this  interesting  land  has 
interested  our  hearts  more  deeply.  My  heart  swelled  as  I 
gazed.  One  of  the  party  made  some  trifling  remarks  as  it 
came  in  sight.  I  felt  as  if  I  could  not  bear  to  talk  or  to  hear,  so 
put  my  horse  to  a  canter,  and  overtook  H.,  who  was  far  in  advance : 
we  rode  on  in  silence.  Nazareth,  where  He  was  brought  up ! 
Nazareth,  where  the  hand-maid  of  the  Lord  received  the  first 
strange,  marvelous  intimation  of  her  blessed  lot.  Nazareth, 
where  were  spent  those  years  of  labor  and  deep  seclusion  on 
which  Scripture  sheds  hardly  a  gleam  of  light,  and  concerning  which 
tradition  itself  is  silent.  Nazareth,  where  He  was  subject  to  His 
parents.  Nazareth,  where,  especially,  His  own  received  Him  not; 
■where  the  very  people  who  had  witnessed  His  holy,  blameless  life, 
and  "  wondered  at  the  gracious  words  which  proceeded  out  of  His 
mouth,"  were  filled  with  wrath  against  Him,  and  sought  to  cast 
Him  down  headlong  from  the  brow  of  the  hill.  How  familiar 
these  outlines  to  His  eye,  these  paths  to  His  feet,  "  Is  it  possible  ?  " 
we  said.  "  Did  the  blessed  One  dwell  there  ?  "  Imagination  failed  to 
realize  it;  it  needed  faith  to  believe  it,  as  we  rode  through  the 
rough,  narrow  streets,  and  looked  into  the  humble  tenements  of 
the  little  town,  and  said  to  ourselves,  "The  Maker  and  upholder  of 
worlds,  the  brightness  of  the  Father's  glory  dwelt  among  us,  and 
dwelt  here.  Oh,  how  low  He  stooped  in  condescending  to  be 
called  a  Nazarene." 

"  In  love  the  Father's  sinless  child 

Sojourned  at  Nazareth  for  me; 
With  sinners  dwelt  the  Undefiled, 

The  Holy  one  in  Galilee." 
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"The  Syrian  Orphanage  at  Jerusalem  continues  its  work  of  rescue 
for  the  ignorant  children  of  Palestine.  It  affords  a  pleasant  home 
to  some  seventy  or  eighty  little  ones,  who  are  not  only  cared  for  and 
instructed  in  elementary  knowledge,  but  to  whom,  as  they  grow 
older,  are  taught  useful  trades." 

Abridged  from  ''  Illustralcd  Missionary  News." 


A  LETTER  TO  THE  TREASUEER  OF  THE  W.  B.  M.  I. 

[FROM   "THE  ADVANCE"  OF  FEB.  27.] 

Dear  Mrs.  Leake:  —  The  poet  said,  "  Men  are  but  children  of  a 
larger  growth,"  and  he  would  have  said  the  same  about  women  if 
he  had  had  time.  Did  you  ever  teach  a  country  school  ?  and  did 
you  ever  watch  tne  children  learn  their  spelling  lesson?  They 
know  they  must  "get"  it,  or  you  will  make  them  study  in  play- 
hours;  but  there's  no  hurry.  They  know  how  to  make  the  "  funni- 
est picture"  on  their  slates,  and  they  can  play  "go  away  Jack" 
under  the  desk. '  As  the  time  for  recitation  approaches  they  grow 
nervous;  they  begin;  it  is  almost  time,  and  they  are  desperate; 
every  head  is  bent;  every  eye  is  riveted  on  the  line  of  words;  every 
little  body  sways  back  and  forth  with  the  excitement;  everything 
is  at  stake!  The  class  is  called;  the  recitation  begins,  and  is  soon 
ended ;  the  agony  is  over.  How  happy  they  are !  Will  they  take 
warning,  and  begin  in  time  to-morrow?  Not  they.  They  "almost 
had  a  good  lesson;"  they  did  not  utterly  disgrace  themselves,  and 
to-morrow  will  be  a  repetition  of  to-day. 

Now  that  is  just  like  us.  Last  year,  the  receipts  came  in  to  the 
tune  of  the  Dead  March  in  Saul  for  the  first  six  months:  you  see, 
you  at  headquarters  are  not  the  only  ones  who  watch  the  treasury; 
we  are  all  interested.  Then  came  summer  vacations;  and  about 
the  first  of  September  the  real  struggle  of  the  year  began.  Officers 
of  auxiliaries  began  to  be  anxious ;  collectors  began  to  urge ;  and 
members  began  to  get  together  the  money  for  their  pledges.  It 
was  a  grand  scramble,  a  tremendous  rush ;  and,  like  the  children, 
we  came  out  rather  tired,  but  very  triumphant.  "We  had  raised 
"almost  enough,"  and  "more  than  we  thought,  at  one  time,  was 
possible." 

Well,  it  seemed  as  if  we,  of  the  auxiliary  societies,  would  re- 
member the  lesson  for  one  year,  at  least.  But  just  look  at  the 
receipts  in  the  January  and  February  numbers  of  Life  and  Light. 
At  the  same  rate,  we  shall  have  another  rush  in  October,  or  come 
out  with  a  little  over  $12,000. 
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Now,  have  you  no  reformatory  measures  you  can  use  ?  Can  you 
not  stir  us  up  to  begin  in  time?  Some  must  make  "special 
efforts."  Let  them  send  Christmas  gifts  in  December;  and  New- 
Year  offerings  in  January;  and  in  February  —  well,  there  is  Wash- 
ington's birthday:  what  could  be  more  appropriate  than  to 
redeem  one's  pledges  in  honor  of  one  who  "could  not  tell  a  lie?" 
As  for  the  fourth  of  July,  it  is  just  the  time  for  "spread  eagles." 
The  one  on  the  standard  dollar  stands  on  his  toes  and  tries  to  look 
tall  in  a  very  distressing  way;  but  you  could  put  up  with  him  for 
the  sake  of  the  cause. 

Seriously,  can  you  not  broach  the  unheard-of  idea  that  the  bulk 
of  this  missionary  work  ought  to  be  completed  by  the  first  week 
in  July,  before  the  churches  begin  to  scatter?  It  is  unfavorable  to 
our  healthful  growth  as  societies  to  crowd  the  work  of  a  year  into 
six  hurried  weeks. 


Extracts  from  letters  in  reference  to  our  column  in  TTie  Advance,  and  other 
matters :  — 

"  I  rejoice  to  see  our  column  in  the  Advance.  In  spirit  there  are 
many  with  you  in  that  upper  room.  Never  feel  your  meeting 
small.  A  crowd  of  witnesses  in  many  states  listen  eagerly  for  your 
words." 

"  I  want  to  say  how  much  I  enjoy  the  report  in  the  Advance,  of 
the  Friday  morning  meeting.  May  a  blessing  go  out  from  it  that 
will  extend  to  every  auxiliary.  O  that  the  members  of  all  our 
churches  might  be  converted  to  a  missionary  gospel !  " 

"  The  Advance  seems  doubly  valuable  with  its  missionary  corner, 
and  the  good  Friday  meetings  warm  us,  even  at  this  distance." 

"I  must  tell  you  of  one  little  way  in  which  we  are  making 
money.  I  loaned  '  Kardoo '  to  the  one  who  has  charge  of  our  juve- 
niles. She  read  it  twice,  and  said  any  one  would  gladly  pay  ten 
cents  for  the  privilege  of  reading  it,  and  suggested  that  I  paste  a 
bit  of  paper  in  it  with  that  request.  I  did  so,  and  '  Kardoo '  has 
has  thus  far  earned  ten  dimes  for  the  children's  missionary  box." 

A  correspondent  writes  from  the  Berkshire  hills  for  some  of  our 
missionary  publications,  and  refers  with  special  interest  to  the 
"  Ten  Years'  Review,"  with  its  record  of  all  that  has  been  accom- 
plished by  the  brave  women  of  the  West. 

From  Denver,  Col.,  the  word  comes  that  there  is  "a  real,  growing 
interest  in  missions."  From  Iowa  and  from  Michigan  new  auxil- 
iaries are  reported,  and  we  wish  we  had  space  to  give  to  the  Inter- 
esting accounts  of  their  formation  and  progress. 
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A  BIRTHDAY  THANK-OFFERING. 

"  A  YEAR  and  a  half  ago  I  made  up  my  mind  to  celebrate  my 
birthday  anniversaries  by  sending  a  gift  to  the  W.  B.  M.  I. ;  but 
this  year,  out  of  a  small  living,  our  expenses  were  so  great,  I  could 
not  seem  to  save  the  dollar.  I  felt  troubled  about  it,  and  took  it 
to  the  Lord,  though  I  could  not  see  where  it  was  coming  from. 
For  two  days  —  the  two  since  my  anniversary  —  I  have  been  suffer- 
ing from  a  sore  throat,  and  this  morning  it  was  so  severe  as  to 
drive  me  to  my  little  book  accompanying  my  case  of  medicine; 
when  lo!  just  inside  the  cover  lay  my  coveted  dollar,  and  here  it  is. 
I  greeted  it  with  joy,  and  thank  the  Lord  for  the  sore  throat,  and 
that  this  forgotten  dollar  has  been  saved  for  this  very  occasion.  It 
is  a  birthday  thank-offering,  that  for  so  many  years  1  have  had 
a  home  in  this  Christian  land,  and,  too,  that  my  heart  has  been 
opened  to  pray  and  to  give,  that  heathen  women  may  have  like 
blessings  carried  to  them. 

May  the  Lord  multiply  our  little  gifts  like  the  '  loaves  and 
fishes,'  for  His  name's  sake." 


NOTHING  NEW. 
"  I  BELIEVE  in  this  work,  and  I  give  what  I  can,"  said  a  friend 
of  missions;  "  but  there  is  nothing  new  in  the  missionary  publica- 
tions, and  I  do  not  care  to  read  them."  It  is  quite  true  there  is 
nothing  new  in  the  missionary  publications.  Centuries  ago  a  man 
of  keen  powers  of  observation  said,  "There  is  nothing  new  under 
the  sun."  The  sweet  light  that  made  "a  rose  of  dawn"  this 
morning,  and  wrapped  the  earth  about  with  its  beauty,  was  just 
the  same  light  that  was  called  into  being  in  "  the  beginning."  The 
little  floating  clouds  that  caught  some  of  its  glory,  and  gave  it  back 
to  the  world  inten.sified  with  new  shatles  of  color,  were  made  of 
just  the  old  vapors  that  rose  up  to  shimmer  in  the  light  of  the  first 
morning.  The  sense  of  beauty  and  delight  which  this  morning 
awakened  in  the  hearts  of  early  toilers  who  had  watched  for  its 
coming,  was  just  the  old  delight  with  which  the  children  of  men 
have  looked  upon  the  matchless  picture  for  six  thousand  years. 
The  violets  that  came  up  in  the  shadow  of  the  oak  bushes  by  the 
roadside  last  spring,  were  just  the  old  violets;  and  when  we 
parted  the  leaves  to  look  at  them,  they  smiled  back  with  the  same 
blue  eyes  we  loved  in  childhood.  When  we  take  our  first  walk, 
before  the  snow  has  fairly  disappeared,  the  little  green  mosses 
which  will  greet  us  from  the  root  of  every  tree  and  every  gray  old 
stone,  will  be  just  the  same  mosses  which  little  children  have 
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brought  home  iu  all  generations.  The  fresh  grass  which  covered 
the  grave  we  made  last  summer  is  no  greener  than  that  which 
grew  upon  the  graves  of  our  forefathers.  The  planting  of  spring, 
the  growth  of  summer,  and  the  broad  rich  harvest  are  all  old. 
Shall  we  find  no  beauty  in  the  dawn,  no  freshness  in  the  spring- 
time, no  delight  in  the  flowers,  no  joy  in  the  harvest,  because  they 
are  old  ? 

And  so  in  missions.  The  sin  in  the  world  perpetuates  and  re- 
peats itself.  The  suffering  that  follows  in  its  footsteps  is  old  as 
Adam.  The  human  body  is  tortured  by  the  old  pain ;  the  human 
soul  is  wrung  by  the  old  anguish;  the  old  blackness  of  darkness 
shrouds  the  sinner;  the  old  battle  is  still  fought,  and  the  unaided 
issue  is  still  despair.  Then  comes  the  remedy.  The  balm  that  has 
distilled  its  sweetness  for  eighteen  hundred  years  works  with 
power  undiminished.  Out  of  the  darkness  comes  the  old,  gi-and 
dawning  of  the  sun — as  fresh  to  each  soul  as  the  coming  of  a  new 
day.  When  peace  comes,  after  the  madness  and  agony  of  the  con- 
flict, it  proves  to  be  just  Christ's  peace,  which  He  said,  "I  leave 
with  you."  Each  wild  branch,  when  grafted  into  the  vine,  obeys 
the  same  old  law  of  growth:  it  is  watered  by  the  showers,  twisted 
and  battered  by  the  storms ;  the  half-invisible  blossoms  have  the 
old,  delicious  fragrance,  the  leaves  the  same  verdure;  and,  when 
the  fruit  ripens,  its  flavor  may  be  as  sweet  to  the  gardener  as  the 
first  clusters  that  ripened  in  Palestine. 

The  long  story  of  a  lost  race  redeemed  is  like  the  story  of  nature 
—  there  is  nolhijig  new;  and  yet  He  said,  "Behold  I  I  make  all 
things  new."  And  just  as  mom  and  eve,  storm  and  calm,  spring 
and  winter  are  fraught  with  an  interest  which  is  perpetually  re 
newed,  so  there  is  "newness  of  life"  in  obedience  to  the  "new 
ommandment"  to  every  individual  soul  that  turns  toward  the 
New  Jerusalem.  Each  conversion  means  as  much  to  the  converted 
soul  as  did  that  of  Paul  to  him.  Each  new  church  has  a  life  as 
fresh  to  it  as  that  of  Antioch  in  its  day.  Each  revival  is  Pentecost 
renewed. 

Shall  we  never  pause  from  our  own  cares  to  shudder  at  the  ray- 
less  night  and  rejoice  in  the  far-off  brightness?  Shall  we  never 
stop  a  moment  to  breathe  in  the  spring  zephyrs,  or  watch  the 
blending  colors  in  the  distant  rainbow  of  God's  work  in  the  world  ? 

S.  P. 


NOTICE. 

All  remittances  should  be  sent  to  Mrs.  J.  B.  Leake,  499  North 
La  Salle  Street,  Chicago,  111. 


RECEIPTS. 
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LEAFLETS  OF  W.  B.  M.  1. 

The  following  pamphlets  and  leaflets  issued  by  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Interior,  can  be  obtained  by  applying  to 
Secretary  W.  B.  M.  I.,  75  Madison  Street,  Chicago,  111.  :  — 

"Ten  Years'  Review,"  by  Mrs.  E.  E.  Humphrey,  price  6  cents; 
"Literature  of  Missions,"  by  Mrs.  L.  C.  Purington,  5  cents  a  copy 
—  50  cents  a  dozen;  "Parish  of  Fair  Haven,"  by  Mrs.  Emily  Hunt- 
ington Miller,  5  cents  a  copy  — 50  cents  a  dozen;  "  Tamil  Women,  ■ 
by  Mrs.  H.  K.  Palmer,  5  cents  a  copy  — 50  cents  a  dozen. 
"Birthright  of  the  King's  Children,"  by  Miss  H.  A.  Hillis,  3  cents 
a  copy — 30  cents  a  dozen. 

"  The  Unapplied  Talent  of  the  Women  of  our  Churches,"  by  Miss 
Mary  Evans;  "How  to  Manage  a  Missionary  Society,"  by  Mrs.  S. 
J.  Rhea ;  "  Thanksgiving  Ann."  Each  of  the  above  2  cents  a  copy, 
or  15  cents  a  dozen. 

"  The  Baby's  Money — what  shall  we  do  with  it?"  by  Mrs.  Carrie 
L.  Post;  "Shall  we  Combine  Home  and  Foreign  Work?"  "Wo- 
man's Boards  —  why  they  exist;"  "Constitution  for  Mission 
Bands,"  12  cents  a  dozen;   single  copies  furnished  gratuitously. 

We  also  have  on  hand  "  Historical  Sketches  of  the  Missions  of 
the  American  Board,"  and  pamphlets  of  Missionary  Maps  pub- 
lished by  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.  The  Historical  Sketches  comprise 
eight  pamiililets,  as  follows:  Africa;  Turkey;  India  and  Ceylon; 
China;  Japan;  Sandwich  Islands,  Micronesia  and  Marquesas;  North 
American  Indians;  Papal  Lands.  These  sketches  are  sold  at  6 
cents  a  copy,  or  the  set  of  eight  sketches  for  30  cents.  The 
pamphlet  of  maps  is  sold  at  10  cents  a  copy. 

These  sketches  are  sold  at  6  cents  a  copy,  or  the  set  of  eight 
sketches  for  30  cents.  The  Pamphlet  of  Maps,  comprising  maps  of 
all  the  missions  of  the  American  Board,  is  sold  at  10  cents  a  coi)y. 



RECEIPTS  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS 
OF  THE  INTERIOR. 

FROM  February  15  to  March  15,  1879. 
Mrs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Teeasueer. 


OHIO. 

Ohio  Branch. — Mrs.  A.  B.  Mon- 
roe, Treas.  Atwater,  Aux., 
for  Miss  Parmelee,  $20; 
Belpre,  Aux.,  $21;  Chardon, 
Aux.,  for  Miss  Parsons,  $5; 


Clarksfield,  Aux.,  $11.25;  Co- 
lumbus, First  Ch.  Aux.,  §24; 
Geneva,  "Cheerful  Workers," 
for  work  of  Rev.  Davis, 
Japan,  SIG;  Kent,  Aux.,  $15; 
Madison,  Aux.,  for  Miss  Par- 
sons, $10.75,  $123  00 


180 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


Oberlin.— Mrs.  L.  G.  B.  Hills, 
const.  Mrs.  Harvey  Jones, 
Wauhaunsee,  Kan.,  L.  M., 
$25;  Second  Cong.  S.  S.,  for 
Mrs.  Coffiug,  $12.80, 


37  80 


Total, 


SICO  80 


Elkhart.— AxTK.,  $5  00 

Orland.—Aux.,  19  07 

Terra  Haute.  —  Aux.,  const. 
Mrs.  Anna  M.  Warren  L.  M., 
§25,  25  00 

Total,  §49  07 


MICHIGAN. 

Michigan  Branch. — Mrs.  Geo. 
H.  Lathroi),  Troas.  East  Sag- 
inaw, Aux.,  for  Miss  Shat- 
tuck,  $91.75;  Jackson,  First 
Ch.  Aux.,  for  Miss  Hollister, 
S25;  Pinckney,  Aux.,  S5,       $127  75 

Port  Huron. — Aux.,  for  Miss 
Piukerton,  5  75 


Total, 


$133  50 


ILLINOIS. 

Aurora.— F\r%t  Ch.  Aux.,  for 

Miss  Dudley,  $9  82 

fiufZa.— .\ux.,  3  .00 

Canton.— AViX.,  for  Miss  Bliss,  24  C2 
Chesterfield.— Aux.,  3  00 

Chicarfo.— First  Church  Aux., 
forliliss  Patrick,  $09.55;  Ply- 
mouth Church  Aux.,  S50.3C; 
"Workers  for  Jesus,"  §10; 
South  Ch.  Aux.,  .S17.38;  Tab- 
ernacle Ch.,  Mothers'  meet- 
infr,  S1.25,  148  54 

Danvers.-Aux.,  10  00 

Elgin. — Young   Ladies'  Miss. 

Soc,  for  Fugi,  Ja))an,  25  00 

Evanston.— Infant  CI.,  for  pu- 
pils in  IJridginan  Sch.,  7  72 
Forrest. — .\ux.,  4  50 
Galra. — Au.x.,  for  Miss  Bli.ss,  G  25 
La  .Moille.—Aux.,  2  05 
A foiine.— Aux.,  for   pupil  in 

Hriiltrman  sch.,  10  00 

Sheffield.  —  Woman's  Union 

Missionary  Soc,  4  75 

Springfield.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss 

Evaiis,  18  00 

Sterling.— Aux.,  for  Miss  Dud- 
ley, 17  85 
Waukerian.—Aux.,  5  00 
Wavcrly. — Aux.,  for  Miss  Ev- 
ans,                                      IG  85 
Wheaton.— Aux.,  for  Miss  Dud- 
ley,                                     4  72 


Total, 


§322  17 
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Berlin.— Mrs.  C.  D.  Richards,     $1  40 

lUoominriton.—Aux.,  5  00 

Bristol  and  Paris. — Aux.,  for 

Miss  Calhoun,  10  00 

Eaii  CVaire.— Young  Ladies' 
Mission  Circle,  S12.75;  Aux., 
§4.32;  Children's  Band,  §4.48; 
Little  Mottie  Playter's  purse, 
§3.45—  all  for  Miss  Calhoun, 
con.st.  Mrs.  James  W.  Hutch- 
inson L.  M.,  25  00 
Geneva. —  "  Laurel  Band,"  for 

Sauiokov  sch.,  30  00 

Milwaukee.— ?t\>rm^  Street  Ch. 
Mission  Band  for  asst.  teach- 
er at  Manisa,  25  00 
Itiver  Falls.,— Aux.,  5  36 
■Sparta.— Aux.,  for  pupils  in 

Manisa  sch.,  12  10 

Sloiighton  — Aux.,  5  00 

Whitewater. — Aux.,  20  00 


Total, 


$138  86 


IOWA. 

Chester. — Aux.,  for  ^liss  Hillis, 

hes  Moines.  —  I'lyniouth  Ch., 
Aux.,  for  Miss  Hillis, 

Dubuque. — Birtliday  gift, 

Eddyvillc. — Aux., 

Georgetown.— "Sirs.  Wm.  Wil- 
liams, 

Le  Mars. — Aux.,  for  Samolcoy 
school, 

Lyons.  —  "  Whatsoever  Band," 
const.  Miss  Clar.a  W.  Smith 
L.  M., 

Muscatine. — Aux.,  for  Miss 
Day, 

Otisvillc.—^lrs.  J.  A.  Northrop, 
Red  Oak.— Aux., 
Rocl;ford.—.\ux., 
Tabor. — Aux., 


Total, 


§12  00 

25  00 
1  00 
1  55 

1  00 

22  ,50 

40  00 

50  00 

1  59 

2  on 

8  \^ 
15  00 

§179  70 


5II>>ES()TA. 


Winona. — .\ux.,  for  four  schol- 
arships at  Samokov,  §136  00 


MISCELLAIfEODS. 

Sale  of  envelopes  and  pam- 
phlets, §30  43 

Total  for  the  month,  §1,150  53 

Previously  acknowledged 
since  Nov.  1,  1878,  5,416  81 


Total,      $6,567  34 


♦ 


EDITORIAL. 

In  availin<T  ourselves  of  the  privilege  so  kindly  accorded  us  by 
the  Woman's  Boards  of  a  representation  in  the  columns  of  Life 
AND  Light,  we  wish  to  express  our  thanks  for  the  courtesy  thus 
shown  us. 

Frequent  letters  from  the  East  contain  inquiries  in  re<Tard  to  our 
work,  its  origin,  its  extent,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  refer 
them  either  to  the  Missionai'y  Herald  or  Life  and  Light  for  the 
needed  information.  We  have  a  weekly  column  in  the  Pacific, 
which  is  the  organ  of  our  churches  on  this  coast;  but  this,  being  a 
local  paper,  is  read  by  few  out  of  our  State. 

We  are  a  "little  sister,  "  but  one  who,  from  isolation  from  the 
gi'cat  centers  of  missionary  operations  and  missionary  enthusiasm, 
must  walk  alone;  but  we  take  delight  in  the  thought  that  though 
but  a  "feeble  folk,"  we  are  one  with  our  sisters  of  the  East  in  love 
for  the  great  and  increasingly  precious  work  of  extending  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  the  down-trodden  and  be- 
nighted of  all  lands. 

Our  work,  though  small,  comparatively,  in  the  aggregate,  is  not 
small  in  the  individual  work  of  its  three  missionaries.  "Only 
three!"  says  some  one,  with  the  long  columns  of  the  other  two 
Boards  before  her.  We  are  but  one  State,  with  its  nominally  thirty 
auxiliaries,  with  but  three  thousand  female  members,  in  a  State 
which  is  missionary  ground  itself;  and  will  it  be  thought  amiss 
here,  in  introducing  ourselves,  to  give  some  items  of  information 
as  to  the  state  of  religion  on  our  coast?  Firstly,  California  is  a 
State  more  than  twice  as  large  as  the  whole  of  New  England,  in 
which  are  counties  of  the  size  of  the  New  England  States,  in  some 
of  which  there  is  but  one  Christian  church.  So  what,  with  our 
untaught  generation  growing  up  without  the  sweet  enticement  of 
the  "  church-going  bells,"  or  the  blessed  influence  of  a  New  Eng- 
land Sabbath,  and  our  foreign  population,  notably  irreligious,  we 
are  on  missionary  ground  ourselves. 

But  few  churches  outside  of  the  small  territory  of  which  San 
Francisco  is  the  center,  are  self-sustaining.  Such  was  the  pressure 
of  all  this  need  upon  our  hearts,  that,  at  the  organization  of  our 
society,  five  years  since,  many  devoted  ones  felt  that  all  our  energies 
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should  be  given  to  the  Home  Missionaiy  work.  And  this  feeling 
we  have  had,  not  to  contend  witli,  but  to  adjust  ourselves  to. 

The  Chinese,  so  numerous  in  our  midst  tliat  there  is,  by  a  late 
census,  one  adult  Chinese  for  every  white  male  adult,  must  be 
taught.  And,  that  this  "nearest  at  home"  duty  has  not  been 
neglected,  we  will  say,  that  in  nearly  every  church  of  our  order, 
and  of  other  denominations  also,  is  a  school  on  the  Sabbath  for  in- 
structing the  Cliinese.  Each  one  of  the  evangelical  denominations 
has  its  mission  house  in  San  Francisco,  for  the  centralizing  of  this 
work  among  the  Chinese.  Three  or  four  schools  for  Chinese  women, 
of  which  there  are  comparatively  few, —  for  the  "  solitary  are  not  set 
in  families  "  (with  few  exceptions)  among  this  people, — are  carried 
on  by  devoted  hearts;  and  so  when  this  work,  which  we  call 
"Woman's  Board  "  work,  was  presented  to  us  at  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Association  of  Congregational  Churches  in  '73,  some  said, 
"not  until  our  churches  are  out  of  debt,"  "not  until  we  can  carry 
on  more  efficiently  our  own  home  mission  work;  "  "  not  until  the 
Chinese  are  reached  with  the  Gospel ; "  but  the  voice  and  inspira- 
tion of  our  departed  Mrs.  Hough  and  Mrs.  Bigelow  lifted  us,  in 
faith  and  confidence,  to  join  our  hearts  and  hands  with  those  of 
our  sisters  in  the  East  in  this  "  woman's  Avork  for  woman,"  which 
so  appeals  to  our  hearts.  "We  will  attempt  but  little  at  first," 
said  they,  "not  enough  to  detract  from  our  Iiome  work,  but  to 
enjoy  the  blessed  privileges  of  co-operating  with  others  in  carry- 
ing out  our  Saviour's  commands,  "Go  ye  into  all  .the  world."  That 
little  we  have  pursued  with  much  more  of  success  and  enthu- 
siasm than  we  had  dared  to  hope.  Our  three  beloved  missionaries 
are  among  the  consecrated  ones  of  eartli.  TAetV  work  is  not  small, 
but  increasing  and  deepening  in  interest  from  year  to  year. 
Mrs.  Watkins  has  left  these  shores,  for  the  second  time,  for  her 
not  untried  field  of  labor  and  trials  in  IMexico.  Miss  Rappleye,  in 
Broosa^  is  devoting  herself,  with  all  her  rare  gifts,  to  the  up- 
building of  her  school  for  girls.  Miss  Starkweather,  in  Kioto,  with 
tlie  enthusiasm  and  devotion  of  her  nature,  finds  the  days  all  too 
short  for  her  busy  life.  Frequent  letters  from  these  keep  us  in 
full  and  quick  sympathy  with  their  work;  some  of  these  letters 
will  be  given,  fi-om  time  to  time,  in  these  pages. 

And  so,  sisters  of  the  East  and  of  the  West,  as  we  used  to  re- 
gard it  in  our  Xew  England  homes,  we  rejoice  to  come  with  you 
into  the  "tie  that  binds"  us  between  the  familiar  lids  of  Life 
AND  Light.  'Tis  one  work,  one  blessed  privilege,  each  in  our 
"  lot  and  place,  to  work,  while  the  day  lasts,"  for  the  advancement 
of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  his  Christ. 
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TURKEY. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  MISS  RAPPLEYE'S  LETTER. 

"Bkoosa,  Tukkey,  Jan.  11. 

" Dkak  Jricnds  in  California:  —  The  accounts  -wliicli  come  to 
me  of  your  excellent  meetings  are  very  inspiring,  as,  in  spirit,  I 
am  present,  and  with  eagerness  and  thankfulness  partake  of  the 
joy  that  warms  your  hearts  anew  in  Christian  love  and  sympathy 
and  activity  in  the  work  of  the  Master. 

"  We  are  having  a  Califoi-nia  winter.  This  morning  I  am  sitting 
in  front  of  open  windows ;  the  goldfinches  are  singing  in  the  leaf- 
less fig-trees ;  the  stove  has  not  been  lighted. 

"  It  is  vacation  time,  and  all  but  two  or  three  of  the  pupils  have 
gone  to  their  homes. 

"  Providence  is  certainly  favoring  by  this  open  winter  the  poor 
refugees  from  the  war,  many  of  whom  are  without  comfortable 
clothing  and  shelter.  I  have  written  about  our  Christmas  to  Mrs. 
Whitton,  of  Oakland,  so  I  will  tell  you  of  the  manner  of  spending 
the  vacation. 

"  The  principal  task  of  the  vacation  is  to  visit  the  native  peojjle. 

"During  the  three  years  I  have  been  in  Broosa,  I  notice  a  greater 
hospitality  among  the  people  —  less  jeering  at  us  as  Protestants." 

''Jan.  29. — "I  have  just  received  an  application  for  a  Moslem 
girl,  whose  father  and  grandfather  were  Christians.  She  will  not 
come  at  present,  but  when  she  does,  I  will  give  you  some  of  her 
history. 

"  I  need  not  ask  you  to  pray  for  your  school  in  Broosa,  for  of 
course  you  do.  I  am  sometimes  conscious  of  a  surprise  blessing, 
which  I  know  comes  from  some  source  without  myself  pleading  at 
the  throne." 

 4.*^  

JAPAN. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  MISS  STARKWEATHER'S  LETTERS. 

"Kioto,  Japan,  Feb.  1,  1879. 

"  Mk.  Neesima  is  on  his  way  to  Tokio,  to  secure  permission  for 
Professor  Learned  to  continvie  his  residence  here.  We  feel  like 
praying  earnestly  for  him  all  the  time,  so  much  depends  upon  this 
visit.  Permission  for  Dr.  Gordon  not  being  granted,  made  his 
(Mr.  N's)  personal  application  more  desirable. 

"I  have  pemiission  to  remain  here  about  three  years  longer. 
Pray  that  I  may  '  put  in  my  best  strokes.'  We  hope  a  kind  Provi- 
dence will  extend  the  time  of  the  missionaries'  stay  here;  but  I 
desire  to  work  as  though  it  were  my  last  opportunity.    One  thing 
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I  am  resolved  upon:  as  many  as  possible  shall  become  familiar 
w  ith  our  best  sacred  songs.  It  does  my  heart  good  when  I  hear  a 
happy  voice  here  and  there  over  the  house,  at  their  work  or  play, 
cheerfully  singing.  I  wish  those  who  say  the  Japanese  cannot 
sing  could  be  here  sometime.  The  fortnightly  praise-meeting  is 
eagerly  anticipated,  and  heartily  enjoyed.  'Though  they  may 
forget  the  singer,  tliey  will  not  forget  the  song.' 

"To-day,  Feb.  1,  I  have  hung,  with  my  own  hands, —  no  easy 
task, —  the  beautiful  engi-aving,  'The  Good  Shepherd,'  in  our 
front  hall.  How  often  I  have  remembered  it  as  it  hung  in  our 
Sunday  School  at  home,  and  longed  to  possess  it  since  being  here! 
When  at  length  it  was  sent  me,  my  joy  seemed  full ;  now  it  is  over- 
flowing. And  what  will  it  be  when  I  can  lead  these  dear  girls  to 
appreciate  its  preciousness  to  us,  and  more  of  the  tender  Shep- 
herd's heart,  no  words  can  tell." 

"  Feb.  24,  1879.  —  "  The  girls  in  our  school  are  making  marked 
progress  in  their  studies,  and  the  degree  of  enthusiasm  they  mani- 
fest is  most  cheering  when  I  recall  the  w  illing  hearts,  but  minds 
almost  destitute  of  any  idea  of  close  application  to  study,  as  they 
first  appeared.  We  have  had  three,  the  most  advanced,  who  study 
chemistry,  rhetoric,  geometry,  etc.  Of  the  others,  the  most  for- 
ward are  in  arithmetic,  geography  and  grammar,  all  but  the  fonner 
in  English.  They  have  progressed  sufficiently  in  the  latter  to  enjoy 
composition  and  analysis. 

"  The  younger  girls  have,  of  their  own  choice,'  foi-med  a  prayer- 
meeting  every  evening  after  tea;  and  their  glad  voices  ring  out  in 
song,  followed  by  the  hush  of  prayer,  most  cheering  to  listen  to. 

"The  organ  sent  me  by  Mrs.  Richards,  of  California,  does  help 
much  in  the  singing ;  and  I  know  it  would  delight  you,  as  it  does 
me,  to  hear  their  voices  unite  in  many  of  our  richest,  oldest  hymns 
and  'Gospel  Songs.' 

*  *  *  "Truly,  the  writer  of  the  article  on  'Prayer,'  in  the  Janu- 
ary number  o'f  Life  and  Light,  will  not  lose  her  reward.  As  I 
'  read  it,  my  heart  replied,  'Amen!  amen!'  so  often,  that  I  longed 
to  send  back  from  this  side  of  the  world  the  words  that  would 
come  to  my  lips, — '  Pray !  pray !  oh  yes,  pray  I '  The  reward  is  sure. 
Without  the  asking  we  have  no  promise  of  blessing  upon  our  labor. 
Wlien  I  tell  the  girls  how  you  are  praying,  the  very  fact  brightens 
their  countenances,  and  a  peace  I  cannot  describe  seems  to  settle 
down  upon  them.  If  the  suggestions  in  the  article  shall  be  fol- 
lowed, what  a  rich  blessing  will  rest  upon  individual  souls !  Eter- 
nity alone  will  reveal  all  the  pure  fruit  in  foreign  lands." 


